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REVIEWS.

AIDS TO EMBRYOLOGY.
BY R. H. HUNTER. Third Edition. Pp. viii,

+178. 1938. Price 3s. 6d.
The issue of a third edition is in itself a

proof of the popularity and usefulness of
this production. In the limited space of a
small handbook it deals with the essential
features of the development of all parts of
the human body. The accounts are very
compact and concise, as they are bound to
be in any "aids " series, and must not be
regarded as replacing lectures or other
sources of information, but rather as a quick
and serviceable method of revision. The
descriptions are sufficiently orthodox to be
generally acceptable, controversial matter
being for the most part presented with due
reserve.

THE FOOT.
By NORMAN C. LAKE, M.D., F.R.C.S.

Second Edition. Bailliere, Tindall & Cox.
London. 1938. Price 12/6.
Mr. Norman Lake has given us a second

and enlarged edition of his book.
In his preface he says that it was not

written for anyone tin particular, and in
saying so, he has forestalled criticism.

His literary style is excellent and the book
is thoroughly enjoyable, especially as he
takes full account of views opposed to his
own.

The present reviewer belongs to the
" postural " school in the matter of flat foot,
but thinks that Mr. Lake has made out a
very good case for the importance of the
"static" school.

If we agree that the tarsus is in process
of becoming rigid, the insertion of a steel
shank in women's shoes is logical, and
many persons derive great benefit from it,
but, if the heel-portion be made horizontal,
the heel takes more of its fair share in
carrying the body weight, and there is less
sliding of the foot down the slope on to the
vulnerable metatarsal heads.
The chapters on Comparative Anatomy

are good and convincing.
Mr. Lake rightly regards major operative

surgery as outside the scope of his book.

For serious trouble in the nail of the
hallux, he rightly advises amputation, but
it is only in his last chapter that he states
that amputation through the base of the
terminal phalanx is better than that of the
whole phalanx, as preserving the tendinous
insertions. This is, of course, true, but the
reader should be warned earlier.

Mr. Lake is an optimist as to the results
of lumbar sympathectomy in vascular
disease. Many of us wish that we could
agree with him.
On the whole the second edition is not, as

so often happens, overgrown, and should be
of real use to the various people for whom
it is written.

PRACTICAL PATHOLOGY.
By JAMES MILLER and JAMES DAVIDSON.

Third Edition. A. & C. Black. 1938.
Price 25/-.
The third edition of Practical Pathology

contains a useful addition in the chapter
dealing with exdamination of material re-
moved at operation. Certain other chapters
on tumours and on the reproductive organs
have been extended.

In chapter XVI entitled "Autopsies on
cases with a Medico-Legal ASpect," a con-
cise and clear account of the more important
points of this subject is given, including a
few examples of the post-mortem changes
found in certain cases of poison, in death
from drowning and from electrical shock.
But some of the information on p. 406 as
regards the cases which should be reported
to the Coroner, and the action taken by
him, are incorrect. This chapter contains a
valuable section on the examination of the
fcetus and new born child. It is a pity that
there is no reference to Erythroblastosis and
the importance of its recognition and dif-
ferentiation from syphilis affecting the child
in utero.

Unfortunately the book as a whole is
marred by a number of inaccuracies which
make it impossible to recommend it whole-
heartedly to students, e.g. the statement
that " sometimes the pus disappears from
the lumen of the tube to be replaced by a
watery fluid; a condition known as hydro-
salpinx."
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