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whose work for the most part deals with
children. As it treats of the problems of
everyday and perennial interest, they are
just the problems on which one gets such
little help from the text-books. This is due,
of course, to the fact that for their true
appreciation prolonged and sympathetic
study is essential, and this is not a
characteristic which is exhibited by the
author of the average text-book. The pro-
fession, therefore, is under a heavy debt of
gratitude to Sir Frederic Still for having
given so lavishly of his ripe and wide
experience.
The questions discussed cover the whole

gamut of the fundamental activities and
forces in childhood - crying, laughter,
temper, tiredness, appetite, fear and sleep,
and there is a final and most instructive
chapter on the bearing of school life on the
health of the child. There can be no doubt
that a study of these essays by Sir Frederic
cannot fail to arouse a keener and more
humane interest in our young patients and
at the same time develop a greater ability
to deal successfully with their many diseases,
functional and organic.

THE BRITISH ENCYCLOPAEDIA
OF MEDICAL PRACTICE.
Vol. 9. Mumps to Pneumothorax.

Vol. xo. Poisons legislation to Rosacea.
Edited by SIR HUMPHRY ROLLESTON, BT.

Butterworth's Medical Publications.
London. 1938. Price 35/- per volume.
These two volumes, which have appeared

in rapid succession, complete the list of
subjects whose terminology falls within the
letters A and R and augur well for an
early appearance of the entire encyclopaedia.

Vol. 9 includes the discussion of such im-
portant subjects as the diseases of the
muscles by Dr. Nattrass, myxcedema and
diseases of the pituitary gland by Dr.
Gardneri Hill, nephritis and nephrosis by
Dr. Izod Bennett, diseases of the cesophagus
by Prof. Grey Turner, diseases of the ovary
by Prof. Johnston, diseases of the pancreas
by Mr. Wakeley, diseases of the parathy-
lold gland by Dr. Donald Hunter, peritonitis
in its different aspects by Dr. Lakin, Mr.
Zachary Cope and Dr. Kellett, neurosyphilis
by Dr. Purdon Martin, pleurisy by the late
Dr. Burrell and lobar pneumonia by Dr.
R. A. Young. In addition diseases of the

nails and certain skin affections fall into
this alphabetical section as do also the
questions of disputed paternity and of
professional negligence.

Vol. 10 embraces, among others, the
questions of the legislation of poisons by
Mr. Linstead, post-mortem examinations by
Dr. Barnard, pregnancy by Prof. Browne,
many aspects of psychology including
psychological pathology and therapy, radio-
logy in diagnosis and treatment by Drs.
Calthrop and Levitt, diseases of the rectum
by Mr. Gabriel, the errors of refraction by
Mr. Doggart, and the rheumatic infection
by Dr. Reginald Miller.

These volumes maintain the high level of
excellence, alike in matter, ease of reference,
the quality of the illustrations, the clearness
of the type and the general appearance, set
by their predecessors -and reflect great
credit on Editor and publishers.

THE CHEMISTRY OF THE
STERIDS.

By HARRY SOBOTKA. Bailliere, Tindall &
Cox, London. Pp. xiii & 634. 1938.
Price 38/-.
By analogy with the term " lipid " which

is frequently used to include the fats and
the fat-like lipoids, " sterid " is used here
to cover the miscellaneous group of sterols
and steroids (or sterol-like substances). This
book deals, therefore, with the sterols, the
bile acids, the antirachitic vitamins, the
cardiac glycosides, the toad poisons, the
sex hormones, the hormone or hormones of
the adrenal cortex, certain oestrogenic and
carcinogenic compounds, and a few sub-
stances of related structure. This list alone
will suffice to show the wide distribution
and the immense physiological and patholo-
gical significance of these compounds
containing the cyclo-pentenophenanthrene
nucleus.
The major portion of the book is con-

cerned with the physical and chemical
properties of the sterids and their deriva-
tives; workers engaged in this field will find
this catalogue most valuable. The chapter
dealing with the methods of structural
research will prove of interest to all chemists
since it provides a concise account of the
methods which have been used to determine
the exact structure of the complex sterids.
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The author has adopted a method of classi-
fication and abbreviations which are most
ingenious; some of the abbreviations and the
references will undoubtedly give trouble to
the casual reader and it would have been
helpful if the list of abbreviations had been
given more conspicuously at the beginning
of the catalogue. With constant use of the
book this difficulty will be overcome.

Since the catalogue occupies just over
half of the book and a little over one-third
of the remainder consists of the bibli-
ography, index and a list of formulae, it will
be realised that this book is not intended
for light reading, nor will it prove enlighten-
ing to readers whose chemical knowledge is
not very profound. It will be highly
valued, however, by chemists who are en-
gaged in solving the mysteries of sterid
chemistry. Readers in this category will
have occasion to be grateful to the author
for having undertaken this formidable task.

EVERYDAY SURGERY.
By LAMBERT ROGERS, M.Sc., F.R.C.S.,

F.R.C.S.E., F.R.A.C.S., F.A.C.S. and
A. L. D'ABREU, M.B., Ch.M., F.R.C.S.
Edward Arnold & Co., London. 1938.
Price 12/6.
This is an interesting book, obviously

written with a view to the exclusion of
academic matter, so that the text shall be
as practical as possible. It is a resume of
the Authors' own personal experience, and,
as such, is to be welcomed.

Naturally, such a book as this must be
somewhat disjointed; but there is much in
it that is of value, and though one may not
agree with everything that is laid down, we
can recommend the book to senior students
and also to surgeons. It is well illustrated
with diagrams, and is easy and interesting
to read. There is a foreword by Professor
Grey Turner, which will repay study.

Forthcoming Medical Books.
H. K. LEWIS & CO., Ltd.,
136, Gower Street, W.C.1.

"Tests for the Hearing of Speech by Deaf
People," by D. B. Fry, B.A., Lecturer
in Phonetics, University College,
London, and P. M. T. Kerridge, Ph.D.,
M.R.C.P., Lecturer in Physiology,
University College, London. Set of
Six Cards, size 14 ins. by 10 ins. in
envelopes. Price 4s. 6d. net.

"Uterus Masculinus." A Critical and
Constructive Essay concerning the
Genitalia and their Homologues. By
J. A. Leo Magee, M.B., B.S., Crown
8vo.

" Infra-Red Irradiation." Second Edition.
By W. Beaumont, L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S.,
Hon. Physician and Medical Director,
Institute of Ray Therapy; Physician-in-
charge Electro-Therapy Dept., West-
minster Hospital. Crown 8vo. With
Illustrations. Price 6s. 6d.

"Treatment by Manipulation." Third
Edition. By A. G. Timbrell Fisher,
F.R.C.S., Hon. Orthop. Surgeon, St.
John Clinic and Institute of Physical
Medicine: Member of the Executive
Committee, Empire Rheumatism
Council, Demy 8vo. With 68 Illus-
trations. Price 12s. 6d. net.

Treatment in General Practice":
Articles re-published from the British
Medical Journa1l. Volume III.
Anaesthesia. Surgery. Demy 8vo.
With 60 Illustrations. Price 10s. 6d.
net.

"A Pocket Medical Dictionary," giving
the pronunciation and definition of the
principal words used in Medicine and
the collateral Sciences. Eleventh
Edition. Revised by C. V. Brownlow.
Bound limp, 32mo, Price 10s. 6d. net.
With Thumb Index, Price 12s. 6d. net.

'Fractures and Dislocations," by John
P. Hosford, M.S.(Lond.), F.R.C.S.,
First Assistant Surgeon, Professorial
Unit, St. Bartholomew's Hospital, etc.
(General Practice Series.)

"The Physiological Basis of the Art of
Singing ," by Haydn Hemery,
L.R.A.M., Lecturer for the University
of London and the L.C.C. Formerly
of the Royal Academy of Music. Demy
8vo. Fully Illustrated.

"Sanitary Law in Question and Answer."
Fourth Edition. By C. Porter, M.D.,
B.Sc., M.O.H., Metropolitan Borough
of St. Marylebone, etc., and James
Fenton, M.D., D.P.H., M.O.H., Royal
Borough of Kensington, etc. Crown
8vo.
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