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REVIEWS.

ESSENTIALS OF MODERN
SURGERY.

By R. M. HANDFiELD-JoNEs, M.S., F.R.C.S.
and A. E. PoRRiTT, M.Ch., F.R.C.S.
E. & S. Livingstone. 1938. Price 30/-.

A beautifully bound volume which opens
easily and whose pages show no tendency
to tum over by themselves. The print is
excellent and the general lay-out pleasing
to the reader. There are many excellent
diagrams interspersed among the reading
matter and there are no solid pages of
closely packed print which are so abhorred
by the average medical student. In the
preface Professor Newcomb's name has
been misspelt.

In the first chapter, which deals with
pathology, we are told that a scar becomes
white and avascular at the end of the third
week. There are other statements in this
chapter to which many pathologists would
take exception. Two operations for cleft
palates are mentioned, both of which are
of historical interest only. The author
says: -"Gillies' operation. Unquestionably
this is the most brilliant example of Gillies'
application of plastic surgery to civilian
practice. He concentrates on the preserva-
tion of the soft palate, and its establish-
ment as a normally working diaphragm."
Sir Harold Gillies himself, in a personal
communication to the reviewer, said " I
have looked through this little paragraph on
cleft palate work and I agree with you that
it wants altering fundamentally. Despite
the charming note on my surgical operation,
I think it should be deleted except to em-
body the condition on which it is indicated
as I mention at the end of the letter. I am
glad to say that the palate work has gone
ahead so enormously that the need for my
operation is now not essential ......... I
should advise the change of the diagrams of
the typical operation."
The diseases of the throat have been most

ably presented by Mr. Lionel Colledge.
The house surgeon is however often faced
with the complications of tonsillectomy,
especially if his surgeon belongs to the
school which still advocates and uses the
guillotine. We therefore feel that a short

description of post-tonsillectomy hemor-
rhage and its treatment should be included
in this section. No mention is made of it
and from a perusal of this chapter one
would be led to believe that it never occurs.

Chest surgery by Mr. Tudor Edwards
could not have found a better advocate.
This section is outstanding for its complete-
ness, clarity and brevity.
The surgery of the abdomen and peri-

toneum have been written by Mr. Gordon
Taylor and Mr. Handfield-Jones. In this
section the authors appear to have lacked
perspective. A fibrosarcoma of the lesser
sac and a dermoid cyst of the great omentum
are illustrated. These are two conditions
which a man in an extensive surgical prac-
tice may never meet. Post-operative treat-
ment, and the more common post-operative
complications receive no mention, yet the
newly qualified house surgeon will come up
against them within twenty-four hours of
his appointment.
The section on ileus will not meet with

universal approval. Treatment is dis-
cussed under two heads-prophylactic,
which consists of the administration of a
mixture of strychnine and eserine by the
mouth, and active, in which the practitioner
is advised to give four hourly injections of
pituitrin 1 c.c. combined with eserine
sulphate 1/50 gr. among the other active
measures. Admittedly, there are two
schools of thought. There is the man who
believes in whipping a tired horse, and the
person who feels that he will be able to
achieve more by giing the horse a rest.
We were under the impression that the ad-
vocates for rest had almost won the day,
and think that this important and valuable
method of treatment should be mentioned.
Like the new model of a motor car, this

book, we hope, will have its present defects
remedied when it runs into a second edition.

BROMPTON HOSPITAL
REPORTS. Vol. VI.

Gale & Polden, Ltd., Aldershot. 1937.
Price 2/6.
While a volume such as the present reveals

the academic activities of the medical staff,
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it also has the advantage that it brings
together for ready reference a series of
articles dealing with one of the most im-
portant, and at the present time one of the
mfost rapidly developing branches of medi-
cine.
Pulmonary tuberculosis is the subject of

seven of the nineteen articles in this volume,
the particular aspects of the subject treated
being early diagnosis, pulmonary tubercu-
losis in young adults, the heart in pulmonary
tiuberculosis, senile phthisis, the employment
of simultaneous bilateral artificial pneumo-
thorax and the care of arrested pulmonary
tuberculosis. Thoracoplasty, pleurisy with
effusion and spontaneous pneumothorax are
other topics which come under review.

A-s an appendix there is supplied some,
but .in our opinion rather scanty, statistical
information regarding the cases treated dur-
ing the year at the hospital. In view of the
weaith of clinical material which passes
through this *most important institution it
4eems a pity that it is not submitted to a
more detailed analysis since we feel sure that
in this way much important information
would be obtained and rendered available
for reference.

THORACIC SURGERY.
A revised and abridged edition of
Sauerbruch's Die Chirurgie der

Brustorgane.
By. FERDINAND SAUERBRUCH and LAURENCE
O'SHAUGHNESSY. Edward Arnold & Co.
London. 1937.- -Price 50/- net.
One of the most important and far reach-

ing developments of surgery in recent years
is the surgery of the chest. Surgical inter-
vention in the chest was made possible with
th:e introduction of differential pressure
anaesthesia in 1904. One of the pioneers in
this branch of surgery is Ferdinand
Sauerbruch who reviewed his extensive
experience in his work-Die Chirurgie der
Brustorgane. We welcome the appearance
of this work in concise English form to
which is added a resume of other significant
contributions to the subject during the last
ten years.
The first sections of the book are occupied

with an excellent account of the function
of the lungs, general diagnosis, general
technique of thoracic surgery, the control of
an open pneumothorax, the technique of
thoracotomy and post-operative treatment.

There follows an excellent detailed
account of the surgery of the various parts
of the chest.
With regard to certain details in the book

we feel that the modem concept of diver-
ticula of the aesophagus based on recent
careful work could have been incorporated
with advantage to the exclusion of the time-
honoured classification of traction and
pressure diverticula. We notice that the
authors give but little attention to the use
of irradiation therapy in the treatment of
cancer of the aesophagus. A notable
advance in the treatment of this disease has
been the development of a technique where-
by the cesophageal growth is efficiently
irradiated by high voltage X-rays. The
technique of cesophageal resection is con-
sidered in detail but we feel that more work
is required in this field before resection of
-the cesophagus becomes a really practical
proposition.
We welcome the excellent account of the

surgical treatment of cardiac ischamia which
is given in the appendix. O'Shaughnessy
is to be congratulated on the contribution
which he has made to the surgery of the
heart.
The -book is produced well with many

excellent illustrations. An excellent biblio-
graphy is available at the end. This work
should be in the possession, not only of the
physician and surgeon interested especially
in diseases of the chest but also of the
general surgeon and the general practitioner.

HEART DISEASE AND
PREGNANCY.

By CRIGHTON BRAMWELL, M.A., M.D.,
F.R.C.P., and EDITH A. LONGSON, M.B.,
Ch.B., D.P.H. With a foreword by
Sir EWEN MACLEAN, M.D., F.R.C.P.,
LLD., D.Sc., etc. Pp. 206: 57 illus-
trations. Humphrey Milford, Oxford
University Press. London. 1938. Price
8/6 net.
This short and very readable monograph

is written for general practitioners.
The clinical manifestations of those types

of heart disease which affect young women
are well described and cover a large part
of the text.
The conclusions with regard to treatment

and prognosis are based on a full investiga-
tion of a series of 350 cases of organic
heart disease, all of whom were observed
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