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THE BRITISH ENCYCLOPEDIA
OF MEDICAL PRACTICE.

Edited by SIR HUMPHRY ROLLESTON.
Butterworth & Co., Ltd. 1938. Vol. 7.
Price 35/-.
Each succeeding volume of this Encyclo-

paedia strengthens one's opinion that it will
be of the greatest assistance as a work of
ready reference to the busy practitioner.
The present volume (No. 7), embracing
titles from Hyperchlorydica to Leucorrhaea,
is specially interesting from this point of
view. Important and everyday subjects as
impetigo, infant feeding, influenza, intestinal
obstruction, jaundice and labour are re-
viewed by many of the best known
exponents. The section devoted to labour
is particularly full, covering as it does 174
pages: every aspect of the conduct of
normal and abnormal delivery including the
question of anesthesia is discussed so that
it virtually amounts to an up-to-date and
most practical text-book on obstetrics.

Just as one continues to be impressed by
the subject matter and its presentation so
one cannot but admire the manner in which
the publishers have done their share of the
work.

ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL
REPORTS.

Volume II. 2nd Series.

By 0. L. V. S. DE WESSELOW, C. MAX
PAGE, N. R. BARRETT, J. ST. C.
ELKNGTON and A. J. WRIGLEY. 1938.
Price 10/-.
The second volume of the second series of

the St. Thomas's Hospital Reports does not
fail to come up to the high standard set
by its predecessor last year.
The subject matter is wide and compre-

hensive and includes current problems in
various branches of medicine, surgery,
pathology and- anasthesia. The contribu-
tions, whilst they are not all original, give
concise accounts of the subject in hand and
present them in an instructive manner.

Certain subjects are of outstanding
interest. "The Results of Surgical Treat-
ment in a Series of Cases of Graves'
Disease" by H. K. Goadby shows that this
method of treatment is the quickest and

most efficient for relieving the patient's dis-
tress and the series which Dr. Goadby
describes shows a " cure rate " of 40 per
cent. with an 88 per cent. chance of suffi-
cient improvement to enable the patient to
lead a normal life again. These results are
achieved following close co-operation
between physician and surgeon. Dr.
Letheby Tidy's article on " Glandular Fever
and Infectious Mononucleosis " is interesting
by reason of the author's authoritative con-
tributions in this subject. " Cleft Lip and
Palate Repair Technique" by T. Pomfret
Kilner shows the remarkable results which
are constantly being achieved in this fascin-
ating branch of surgery.

G. W. Hearn's contribution is a useful
and practical article on the " Diet and
Treatment of Peptic Ulcer." The possible
defects of the diet alkali r6gime, as exempli-
fied by alkalosis, iron deficiency, Vitamin
C deficiency and a low total calory intake,
are presented. Another diet, apart from
the modified Sippy diet, is the bland
high calory diet recently introduced by
Meulengracht for peptic ulcer with or without
haemorrhage. This treatment has, however,
been applied in cases of peptic ulcer with-
out haemorrhage and has not been attended
by equal results. This supports the general
opinion held, namely that no dietetic
regime is of any material value if it fails
to control the gastric acidity. Meulengracht's
treatment, however, as originally devised
by him, for peptic ulcer with hmmorrhage
has shown in his series a mortality rate of
10.1 per cent. which is a very marked
reduction as a result of adopting this method
of treatment.
A most valuable and informative contribu-

tion to the volume is Dr. Tchaperoff's
article on the " Diagnosis and Treatment of
Primary Cancer." The essential clinical
symptoms are admirably set forth, the con-
tribution of radiology to diagnosis is well
outlined and the importance of broncho-
graphy, bronchoscopy and sputum examina-
tion for malignant cells are all given their
due place, while the method of treatment by
irradiation, with its necessary palliative
effects, is indicated.
The volume ends with a series of abstracts

of publications in 1937 by members of the
staff of the hospital and it may, in fact, be
regarded as a practical contribution to
current literature.
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