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EDEN'S MANUAL OF
OBSTETRICS.
(Eighth Edition.)

Revised by EARDLEY HOLLAND, M.D.,
F.R.C.P., F.R.C.S., F.C.O.G. Obstetric
and Gynecological Surgeon to the London
Hospital. London. J. & A. Churchill.
1937. Pp. 765. Price '24/-.
The eighth edition of Eden's "Manual of

Obstetrics" shows evidence of undiminished
vitality. Since its first appearance in 1906
the science and art of obstetrics has under-
gone much change, and as these changes
have been reflected in successive editions,
it follows that little of the original matter
remains.
The present edition, like its two predeces-

sors, has been revised by Mr. Eardley
Holland, who has been most successful in
bringing the work up to date without alter-
ing the original spirit.
The book, including the index, now

amounts to 765 pages, and it is arranged
in nine parts beginning with normal preg-
nancy and working through normal and
abnormal labour to the puerperium and the
newly born child; after discussing obstetric
operations the final parts deal with maternal
mortality and morbidity. A very useful
feature in the table of contents is that each
of these parts is closely detailed so that in-
formation on any smaller point can be
obtained by immediate reference.

Mr. Holland has considerably eased the
work of the reviewer by detailing in his
preface the main changes which have been
made in the present edition to bring it up
to date, and these will be seen to be
considerable.

In abnormal labour the work of Caldwell
and Molloy on variations of the normal
pelvic structure has been given prominence,
while the author rightly stresses the value
of trial labour in borderline cases of
disproportion.
The account of puerperal sepsis has been

almost entirely rewritten and an extremely
good account of treatment by prontosil is
given. Still-birth and neo-natal death are
considered in detail, and, coming as it does
from so authoritative a source, this section
is of great value.

At the end of each chapter is added a
carefully selected bibliography, in many
cases with critical notes, and this will be of
great value to those who want to pursue a
particular subject further: it is to be hoped
that in future editions the temptation to
expand these references unduly will be
resisted.

The illustrations are of a high order, and
many new ones make their first appearance
in this edition; while the printing and
general format are what would be expected
from the publishers.

It used to be said that it took five years
for a new idea to get into a textbook: that
certainly cannot be said of this book where
all the most reliable recent work has been
incorporated. Thus, on page 519 is a
reference to Munro Kerr's "Operative
Obstetrics" published only a few months
ago.

This book represents a critical reflection
of the sane principles and practice of British
Obstetrics to-day. It is assured of a cordial
reception not only by the undergraduates
but by many a post-graduate who will read
it with profit and pleasure and whose con-
ception of obstetrics will be improved
thereby.

RADIOLOGY OF PULMONARY
TUBERCULOSIS.

By J. E. BANNEN, M.B., Ch.B., D.M.R.E.
Illustrated with 39 figs. Pp. 156.
Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. 1937. Price 12/6.

The Radiology of Pulmonary Tuberculosis
by J. E. Bannen, M.D., Ch.B. is a very
short study of this subject mainly from the
radiographic view-point.
The technique of chest radiography is

dealt with in an elementary manner, the
latest development-Tomography, being dis-
missed in a few lines.

This is followed by a short description of
a normal chest.

In subsequent chapters various types of
pulmonary tuberculosis are described and
illustrated by reduced negative prints.
These are not of particularly good quality.
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The differential diagnosis is dealt with in
a few pages.

Perhaps the most interesting chapter in
the book is a short account of the clinical
aspects of pulmonary tuberculosis by Dr.
Diamond, the senior tuberculosis officer of
Hull.

A general index completes a volume which
may be of some assistance to students of
radiology.

Excellent references to the subject are to
be found at the end of each chapter.

PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS
IN PRACTICE:-

A MODERN CONCEPTION.

By R. C. WINGFIELD, B.A., M.B., B.Ch.,
F.R.C.P. pp. 122; 25 figures, 1 plate.
Price 9/- net. London, 1937. Edwin
Arnold & Co.

The development of our present concep-
tion of pulmonary tuberculosis, since Koch's
epoch making discovery in 1882, has been
marked at intervals in its history by certain
outstanding advances in thought, inspired
by the genius of some patient and deter-
mined investigator.

This little book, which should be read and
re-read by every serious student of this
disease, is a fascinating corollary to
Aschoff's masterly exposition of the patho-
genesis of adult human consumption* and
we congratulate Dr. Wingfield on the publi-
cation of what we regard as one of the most
striking examples of original and practical
observation with which we are acquainted.

The object of the book is to give a concise
but comprehensive account of the life-
history of the tuberculous lesion in the lung
from its first appearance to its ultimate end,
and to show by means of an extensive dia-
gram, the numerous possible phases, pro-
gressive or retrogressive, which such a lesion
may exhibit. References to the diagram
are clearly indicated in the text, which is
adequately illustrated by reproductions of
suitable radiograms.

To anyone regularly engaged in tubercu-
losis work and possessing a sufficient know-
ledge of modem pathological teaching on the
reaction of tissues to tuberculous infection,
the scheme of this book should be clear and
simple enough, albeit somewhat complicated
as regards its nomenclature and demanding
no little concentration and patience at the
first reading until the essence of the
author's message is grasped. To many
practitioners whose time and opportunities
are necessarily limited this duty will,
doubtless, prove a serious difficulty; to
some it may even be insuperable. The
author himself has anticipated this criticism
in the first (introductory) chapter, and the
courage and skill with which he has faced
an admittedly hard and uphill task is one
of the salient points in his book which has
stirred our enthusiasm and aroused in us a
desire to urge the careful study of this work
upon all who have to deal in practice with
the problem of phthisis, whatever sacrifice
of energy and hard earned leisure such
perusal may demand.

That the present day teaching, both
undergraduate and postgraduate, in regard
to the diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment
of pulmonary tuberculosis is utterly inade-
quate is only too apparent to those of us
whose work lies mainly in this sphere, nor
is this deplorable fact less obvious to the
students themselves. The practical diffi-
culty of filling this gap in an already over-
loaded curriculum is immense, and it is
outside the scope of this review to give
critical advice as to the reform of medical
teaching. It is, however, with the hope of
supplying a genuine and vital contribution
to this problem that Dr. Wingfield has set
himself to crystallize our knowledge of
pulmonary tuberculosis in a synthesis of all
that the clinician, the pathologist, and the
radiologist have taught us in the last few
years. None is better qualified than he to
undertake such a task. The long experi-
ence, the wise and convincing judgment
which hall-mark his well-known text-book
on the subject, are no less evident in this brave
volume, which we commend to our readers
as one of the landmarks in the literature of
this all important subject.

* Aschoff, L., Lectures on Pathology, New York 1924,
Paul B. Hoeber.
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