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DISEASES OF THE EAR,
THROAT AND NOSE.

By J. DOUGLAS MCLAGGAN. H. K. Lewis
& Co. 1937. Price 15/-.
A volume intended to introduce the

student and practitioner to the practice of
otology and laryngology comes from Mr.
J. D. McLaggan. The examination of a
patient is described sufficiently to carry this
out conscientiously and carefully in the con-
sulting room or out-patient clinic, and the
common diseases are described also so that
they can be recognized with confidence.
Some common operations are also described,
but the author has purposely refrained from
giving any account of endoscopic examina-
tions, as beyond the scope of the book.
Even endoscopic or direct examination of
the larynx, now a manipulation practised
perforce by almost every anmesthetist, is
omitted and this restriction gives the section
of the esophagus also a rather artificial
character at the present time. The house
surgeon or clinical assistant beginning work
in a special clinic will in consequence not
find all that he requires in the book, though
it may cover the needs of general practice
in the important matter of examining the
patient. The limited scope also prevents
sufficient description of what can be done for
patients not necessarily by the practitioner
himself, but the practitioner should know
what the specialist can do. The book is a
useful introduction to the study of the sub-
ject and on the whole accurate, though
figures 77, 78, 91, 93 and 94 of the larynx
are not correct. The author would have
done himself greater justice by enlarging the
book in the directions mentioned, and
restricting his account of certain operative
details and post operative complications.

PRACTICAL TALKS ON
KIDNEY DISEASE.

By E. WEISS, M.D. Bailliere, Tindall &
Cox. 1937. Price 9/-.
As a useful and concise exposition of

American thought on the subject, Prof.
Weiss's "Practical Talks on Kidney
Disease" fulfils its function. It contains
in a condensed form most of what is to be
found in Fishberg's monograph except for
the histological and pathological aspects
which are hardly touched upon. The author

follows Fishberg's teaching throughout and
freely acknowledges the fact. There is
very little reference to English, French or
even German authors.
We think that the title is misleading,

however. It suggests-at least to the
English reader-a book for the junior
student if not the layman, whereas actually
a considerable knowledge on the part of the
reader is assumed. All the more so on
account of the condensed nature of the
work. For instance, although blood urea
and non-protein nitrogen are frequently
referred to, the amounts found in nonrmal
blood are not given.
Even the adjective "practical" we feel

to be a misnomer since therapeutic sug-
gestions, diets, etc. are rarely given in a
form which can be immediately applied to
the treatment of cases. The author refers,
for instance, to the necessity for weight
reduction in many cases of hypertension but
does not say how it is to be achieved. In
discussing the use of diuretics he states
"one must be on guard for acidosis by
occasional estimations of the carbon dioxide
combining power of the blood plasma."
This is hardly a test which can be readily
used by the general practitioner.
As in most American books a number of

split infinitives and carelessly constructed
sentences may annoy the more fastidious of
English readers, but apart from these
defects the scheme of the book as a whole
is good and gives a clear account of the
relationships between different types of
renal disease which will be valuable to those
who are not very familiar with recent work
on the subject. Especially commendable
are the sections on hypertension and the
insistence on tests of concentration power
as a ready means of distinguishing the
occasional patient developing renal failure
from the majority who do not. Despite the
enlightenment on this subject which originated
with Allbutt many years ago the old notions
of chronic interstitial nephritis still exist in
the minds of many practitioners, and
patients with hypertension are wrongly
classified as uranic. Prof. Weiss's book
should help to make these mistakes less
frequent.
The description of retinal lesions in

kidney disease is another useful chapter
which contains some excellent pictures.

by copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.14.148.62-a on 1 F

ebruary 1938. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

