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ideas persist. For example, laryngismus
stridulus is given a place apart from tetany
and is described as of the nature of a
neurosis, although mention is made of the
condition in the section on rickets. We
also note in a fairly full chapter on "Dis-
eases of the Blood" that there is no mention
of anaemia apart from von Jaksch's Anaemia,
a condition by the way, which the' majority
of writers now-a-days do not consider a
specific disease. It is curious, too, to find
in an appendix detailing "Antipyretic
Remedies" that a description of a "hot-
pack" finds a place. These, are, however,
only minor blemishes in a book which has
so many excellent features and which, we
are sure, will enhance the reputation of
previous editions.

BROMPTON HOSPITAL
REPORTS.

Vol. V. 1936. Gale and Polden, Ltd.,
Aldershot. Price 3/-.
This volume, like its predecessors,

consists for the most part of reprints of
articles by members of the Staff of
Brompton Hospital which have already
appeared in other journals. Among these
the most comprehensive, and covering some
30 pages, is the report of Mr. Roberts'
Lettsonian Lectures on "The Surgery of
Pleural and Pulmonary Infections." Other
interesting and important contributions are
one on "The Capacity for Work in Pulmon-
ary Tuberculosis " by Dr. Wingfield and
another on "Immunity and Latency in
Pulmonary Tuberculosis" by Dr. Maurice
Davidson. There is also an interesting
historical article on " The Lambeth
Degree," although one might wonder why
such a subject finds a place in the pages of
a volume of Hospital Reports.
As has been the custom of the Editors of

this annual there is included the "Annual
Report" of the Hospital, in this particular
volume that for the year 1935.

VADE MECUM OF MEDICAL
TREATMENT.

By W. GORDON SEARS, M.D. Lond.,
M.R.C.P. Edward Arnold & Co., 1937.
Price lOs. 6d.
Dr. Sears' book has been written with a

view to giving to the general practitioner a

comprehensive handbook of medical treat-
ment.* It fulfills the purpose for which it
is intended. It is impossible in a book of
this size to give great detail; it does, how-
ever, give information as to the essentials
of treatment and includes recent methods.
The management of all kinds of emergencies
is dealt with. The number of proprietary
preparations which the general practitioner
is invited nowadays to make use of is
very great. The author has only selected
those which have been universally recog-
nized, and which he and his colleagues have
considered worthy of recommendation.
The book contains a series of tables giv-

ing information which is constantly required
by the practitioner. The material is suitably
arranged and well indexed and this " Vade
Mecum " is, therefore, a useful volumre for
the general practitioner to have at hand for
ready reference.

THE MORPHINE HABIT AND
ITS PAINLESS TREATMENT.

(SECOND EDITION).
By G. LAUGHTON SCOrr, M.R.C.S., B.A.

(Oxon.) H. K. Lewis & Co. Ltd.
1937. Price 5s. net. n

In the preface to the second edition of
this book Dr. G. Laughton Scott introduces
his main theme, the importance of retain-
ing, during the withdrawal of morphine,
the vagal preponderance acquired by the
addict in the long-continued use of the
drug.
The earlier chapters include an excellent

account of the symptoms of morphinism,
and notes on its etiology and physiology.
Then follows a detailed description of the
method employed, which consists in the
utilization of the vagotonic effect of small
but increasing doses of belladonna or
atropine to replace that of the morphine
which is being rapidly reduced. At the
same time adequate doses of luminal are
given to prevent sympathetic over-action.
A slowed pulse is regarded as a sign that

a satisfactory vago-sympathetic balance is
being maintained, and it is claimed that by
this means the withdrawal of morphine can
be effected so painlessly and comfortably
that the patient may be unaware of what is
happening.
A useful chapter on convalescence

emphasizes the importance of fatigue as the
most potent cause of early relapse.
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About half of the book is devoted to
accounts of cases, and includes descriptions
bv patients of their experiences whilst
undergoing treatment.

Discussing the etiology of morphinism
the author states that over 50% of his
cases owed their addiction to accidental
causes, about 25% showed definite psycho-
logical abnormality, and in 15% there was
a general failure of adaptation to life.
These figures are at variance with the ex-
perience of others and of our own, which
gives as the largest group those who have
a constitutional inadequacy of adjustment.

Incidentally it may seem strange to
some that a book on the treatment of
morphinism should include no chapter on
psychological treatment, believing as they
do that at least three months of psycho-
therapy is required after the withdrawal of
the drug. Dr. Scott is chiefly concerned
with the reduction of pain during the actual
withdrawal and thinks that by- this means
the patient will be more accessible to
psychotherapeutic help. The average
length of stay in the nursing home was
four weeks, but eight cases were able to
leave after three weeks or less.

This little book is of convenient size,
attractively bound, and should prove of
considerable assistance to anyone embark-
ing on the treatment of these difficult
cases.

A TEXTBOOK OF PHYSIOLOGY.
By H. E. ROOF, M.D., D.Sc., M.R.C.S.,

L. R. C. P. Second Edition. Edward
Arnold & Co. 1936. Price 21/-.

The author of this well-known textbook
of physiology has presented an account of
physiology which is based on adequate
ex1perimental data. The presentation of the
subject has been carefully considered and
the outcome is a division of the book into
four parts. The author leads the student
from the known to the unknown, presenting
to him the subjects with which he is familiar
in the first place and then their application
to problems in the body. For example, the
mechanics of the heart are considered before
the regulation of the organ.
The first section of the book deals with

the mechanical aspects of the subject. The
various mechanical processes that occur in

the body such as the mechanics of respira-
tion, of the circulation, an,d the heat and
electrical changes in muscle, are considered
in detail.
Having gainied a certain amount of

mechanical knowledge a study is made of
the means by which these mechanical pro-
cesses are produced. Thus the second
section is concerned with the chemical
aspects of physiology.
The third section is devoted to the study

of the regulating mechanisms of the body
and the final section is concerned with the
maintenance of the individual and reprodluc-
tion of the species.
The author is to be congratulated on the

presentation of the subject in such a helpful
manner. The book is recommended to those
who require an up-to-date knowledlge of
physiology.

THE HISTORY OF THE
ACUTE EXANTHEMATA.

BY J. D. ROLLESTON, M.A., M.D.,
F.R.C.P., F.S.A. William Heinemann
(Medical Books) Ltd. 1937. Price 7s. 6d.
It is indeed fortunate that it is a condi-

tion of the Fitzpatrick Lectureship that the
lectures must be published in book form,
otherwise we might have been deprived of
Dr. Rolleston's most erudite and interesting
monograph. No man of course is more
qualified than Dr. Rolleston to undertake
the unravelling of the history of the exan-
themata as he has spent practically his
whole active life in their study and treat-
ment. It is without question because of
this very personal knowledge of the field
that he has produced such a comprehensive
and authoritative presentation of the
subject.
The diseases which are considered are

small pox, chicken pox, scarlet fever,
measles and German measles. Eiach disease
is traced from its earliest recorded mention
up to the present day, and although it is
not to be wvondered at that only very
slowlN did their differentiation from one
another come about it is remarkable to see
how confusioon continued until very recent
times. In the case of small pox and
chicken pox this confusion is perhaps not
so unexpected, since even very recently
chicken pox has had to be made a notifi-
able disease because of the mistakes in
diagnosis which were apt to arise. It is,
however, with astonishment that one reads
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