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TEXT-BOOK OF PATHOLOGY.
By ROBERT MUIR, M.D., F.R.C.P. (ED.,)

F. R. C. P. (LONDON). Fourth Edition.
London: Edward Arnold & Co.,
Price 35/- net.

Sir Robert Muir's text book of Patho-
logy has passed to its fourth edition. It
was obvious when this book was first
published in 1924 that it would become the
standard text book for medical students
and a valuable reference book after
examinations. Each succeeding edition
has made this position more secure, and
one might say that now «ts position is
almost unrivalled. Pathologists who have
watched its development have sometimes
complained that new things were rather
slow in getting into successive " Muirs,"
but, on the other hand, there has always
been a certainty about it, a rock-bottom
reliability, so that the saying has sprung
up-" If you see it in Muir it is so." The
general arrangement of the text and the
quality of the illustrations have been im-
proved in the later editions and misprints
almost obliterated: in fact, the reviewer
has only found one solitary slip (in the
paragraph on Lipoma on page 217).

THE PRINCIPLES OF
BACTERIOLOGY & IMMUNITY.
By W. W. C. TOPLEY, M.D., F.R.C.P.,
and G. S. WILSON, M.D., F.R.C.P., ?nd
Edition. London: Edward Arnold & Co.
Price 50/- net.
The second edition of Topley and

Wilson's text book on bacteriology has
been issued as a single volume of some
1,600 p.ages. It is said that this step has
been taken in response to requests from
many of those who used the book in its
original form, but it would be interesting
to know whether these critics approve of
the change when they see the massive
volume with which they are now con-
fronted. It has certainly reached the limit
of size and weight.
For advanced students of bacteriology

and for specialists in this branch of science
Topley and Wilson's text book is of course
indispensable. It is a good book to learn
from because it is written by men who are
experienced teachers, and it is also an
almost unfailing source of guidance when

one turns to look something up. The
compilation of this great book has been a
notable service to scientific medicine.

JOHANNES DE MIRFELD
of St. Bartholomew's, Smithfield

HIS LIFE AND WORKS.

By SIR PERCIVAL HORTON-SMITH HARTLEY
and HAROLD RICHARD ALDRIDGE.

Cambridge University Press. 1936.
Price 15s.

Sir Percival Horton-Smith Hartley and
Mr. Harold Aldridge have rendered a great
service to those who study medicine deeply
and thus follow the development of medical
ideas. They have given a splendid edition
and translation of. Johannes de Mirfeld's
works and have described them together
with his life and times.

Johannes de Mirfeld lived in the fourteenth
century. He seems to have been an
amateur physician. He was only a resident
at St. Bartholomew's Priory although he
was ordained much later in life. For the
greatest part of his life he lived close to
the hospital of St. Bartholomew. He him-
self has stated that he was not a skilled
physician and had never been a pupil. He
showed great interest in medicine, fostered
by proximity to the great hospital, and in
his writings gave a faithful picture of
fourteenth-century medicine comparable
with that given by another great medical
amateur, Celsus, of late Greek medicine.
The work of Mirfeld 'is therefore an impor-
tant document to those who study the
development of medical ideas.

In order to understand Mirfeld we must
know his place and times. Up to the
eighth century medicine was exclusively
Greek. The Romans had no medicine of
their own. In the eighth century the
Greeks ceased their intense cultivation of
medicine, although Greek civilisation in the
form of the Graeco-Byzantine Empire
endured until the fifteenth century. It was
the Arabs who took over the torch of the
healing art. They translated the Greek
works but, being more torch-bearers than
itorch-lighters, failed to develop them.
They added very little to medicine. The
period of Arabian medicine extends from
the eighth to the end of the twelfth century.
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