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CLINICAL HANDBOOK
(for Residents, Nurses and

Students).
By Members of Staff of St. Vincent's

Hospital, Sydney. Edited by V. M.
COPPLESOM, M.B., F.R.C.S. and
DOUGLAS MILLER, F.R.C.S. Messrs.
Angus & Robertson, Sydney. 1936.
Price 6/-.

One would think that it would be impos-
sible to compile satisfactorily a book
suitable for such different types of readers
as qualified medical men and nurses, but
the various authors associated with this
work seem to have performed the task
with almost complete success. Neverthe-
less, some of the sections, e.g., that deal-
ing with blood transfusion, are unduly
detailed for the nurse while others again,
as that dealing with lipiodol injections,
are not detailed enough to help the young
doctor in performing the operation without
other instruction. But in spite of these
criticisms we are convinced that the book
will serve -a useful purpose. Details of the
apparatus necessary for almost all opera-
tive proce.dures carried out in the ward are
given; one specially useful chapter is that
dealing with the collection of material for
pathological -and bacteriological examin.a-
tion; another good section is that devoted
to anaesthesia, while appended are numer-
ous tables of the weights of organs, heights
and weights of males and females at
different ages, equivalents, suffixes and
prefixes, abbreviations used in prescrip-
tions, and last but not least, a good index.

LEGAL PROBLEMS IN
MEDICAL PRACTICE.
By D. HARCOURT KITCHIN.

Edward Arnold & Co. 1936. Price 10/6 net.

The contacts of the medical man with the
general public are so numerous, so intimate
and so delicate (and indeed would seem ever
to becoming more so) that there are ample
opportunities for friction. In fact one is
often surprised that real trouble occurs so
seldom. To avoid trouble, however, it is
essential that the medical man should have

some knowledge of his legal responsibili-
ties, and it is to give help in this direction
that is the special purpose of this volume.
The volume consists of a series of articles
which the author contributed to the British
Medical Journal but we note with pride that
one of the chapters appeared in the columns
of the Post-Graduate Medical Journal. This
method of compilation might suggest that
the book would not be a complete treatise
of the subject but from our own perusal
there would seem nothing of moment which
has been omitted. The doctor's responsi-
bilities to his patient, private or hospital,
and of those of his assistants, medical and
nursing, are fully explained. The questions
of libel and slander, and the law on that
most objectionable practice, dichotomy or
fee-splitting, are also discussed. Much advice
is also given regarding the position of the
doctor as witness, his behaviour at the
coroner's inquest, and concerning his con-
duct in supervising the making of a will.
The business relationships between doctors
as partners, assistants and deputies, &c.,
all come under review. A special feature
of the work is the liberal quotation of
recent cases, and there is a good index not
only of the actual cases which have been
quoted but also of the various topics which
are discussed. In short this is a volume
which should be on every doctor's shelf for
books of ready reference.

A TEXT BOOK OF
GYNJECOLOGY.

By JAMES YOUNG, D.S.O., M.D.,
F.R.C.S.E., F.C.O.G., Professor of
Obstetrics and Gynecology, University
of London. Pp. 417. 221 Illustrations.
Fourth Edition. London: A. C. Black.
1936. Price 16/-.
The popularity of Professor Young's

Text-book of Gynaecology is shown by the
call for the present fourth edition less than
three years after the last. ; each edition
has been larger than its predecessor and
the present one extends to 417 pages and
is of a larger format than the first and
second editions.

In the last few years many advances have
been made in reproductive physiology and
pathology and such of these as have been
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deemed of sufficient importance and per-
manence have been incorporated. The
volume consists of nine sections and forty-
eight chapters with an index and these may
be said to form a mirror of the gynaeco-
logical thought and practice of to-day.

After an anatomical description of the
female pelvic organs, three chapters are
devoted to the physiology of menstruation
and with another five chapters devoted to
the consideration of disorders of this func-
tion, including sterility, it will be seen that
the important endocrine aspect of gyne-
cology receives ample attention. A useful
feature is a chapter on urinary symptoms
in gynecology and another on gastro-
intestinal disturbances, but in the latter we
cannot agree that the pressure of a pelvic
tumour often causes constipation. It is
our experience that this extremely rarely
happens although, on the other hand,
urinary retention is so common.

The chapters on displacements are sanely
written and, as regards the vexed question
of retrodisplacements, the sentences in
italics on pages 143 and 145 might well be
taken to heart by many others besides
undergraduates.

In discussing pelvic inflammatory condi-
tions the importance of palliative treatment
is properly stressed. Uterine tumours are
discussed in a proper perspective and their
pathology is well described ; the same
comment applies to ovarian tumours where
a short acoount is given of such special
growths as the Brenner tumour, granulosa
cell tumours, arrhenoblastomata and dis-
germinomata but it is a pity that a micro-
photograph of each of these, instead of
only one, is not included.

The operative section is the final one and
the various operations are described at just
sufficient length for the scope of the book.
The illustrations are plentiful but of uneven
quality and clarity ; in some cases they are
excellent but in others, especially with line
drawings, they are poor and convey little
meaning. The volume as a whole, how-
ever, represents a sound and sane exposi-
tion of present-day British Gynaecology and
can confidently be recommended to the
public to which it is addressed.

A MANUAL OF
PIARMACOLOGY.

By the late Professor W. E. DiXON, M.D.,
F.R.S. 8th Ed. revised by W. A. M.
Smart, M. B., B. Sc., M. R. C. S. London:
Edward Arnold & Co., 1936. 18/-.

The medical profession remains indebted
to the late Professor Dixon for many
things, and not least for his textbook of
pharmacology. It represents the effort of
a very able man to put the teaching of
pharmacology on a scientific basis. Natu-
rally the classification adopted is the
chemical one. During recent years advances
il organic and pharmaceutical chemistry
have facilitated this treatment of the sub-
ject. In the eighth edition the work has
been revised by Dr. W. A. M. Smart. The
outstanding change has been the adoption
of a different approach to the pharmacology
of the autonomic nervous system based
upon the theory of chemical transmitters.

This book is perhaps the best of its type
and should make a special appeal to post-
graduate students. Many will wish, how-
ever, to supplement their reading by
reference to a book on therapeutics.

ILLUSTRATIONS OF
REGIONAL ANATOMY.

Sections VI and VII.

By E. B. JAMIESON. E. & S. Livingstone.
1936. Price Sect. VI 7/6; Sect. VII 10/-.

Sections VI and VII of this book are
really excellent. The drawings are accu-
rate, clear and well produced. They are
small and easily carried by the student-an
advantage not possessed by the classical
atlas of anatomy already published. The
price of thig work is well within reach of
the student and it is a book that we cannot
recommend too strongly to all those en-
gaged on the study of human anatomy.
Section VI would have been improved by an
illustration of Kanaval's fascial spaces of
the palm and this small omission we hope
to see remedied in future editions.
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