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REPORT OF AFFILIATED SOCIETIES.

THE ST. JOHN'S HOSPITAL DERMATOLOGICAL SOCIETY.
(Incorporating The London Dermatological Society.)

Meetings of the above Society will be held at St. John's Hospital for Diseases
of the Skin, 5, Lisle Street, Leicester Square, W.C.2, at 4.I5 p.m., on:-

Wednesday, January 27th, Clinical Cases.
February 24th, Clinical Cases and Paper by T. Pomfret

Kilner, F.R.C.S., entitled "Reconstructive surgery."
March 24th, Clinical Cases.
April 28th, Clinical Cases and Paper by G. W. Bamber,

M.D., M.R.C.P., entitled "The common skin
diseases in children and their treatment."

May 26th, Clinical Cases and Annual General Meeting.
June 23rd, The Prosser White Annual Oration.

FORFARSHIRE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

The Annual General Meeting for the 78th year of the Forfarshire Medical
Association was held in Carnoustie, on 24th Jine, I936.

Dr. Charles Kerr in his Presidential Address, entitled " Other Days," gave an
account of his experiences as a student and resident Medical Officer in the Dundee
Royal Infirmary in the early 'nineties.

In I889 he was one of the students of the new Medical School in Dundee.
The Infirmary at that time was much smaller than it is now, and consisted of
only eight wards; there were no special departanents. The operating theatre
was then very small and was furnished with a wooden table, having a movable
head and foot, and a large sink with hot and cold water where the sponges were
cleansed of blood and wrung out during operations. The instruments, except
those with wooden handles, were boiled and placed in i/2o carbolic solution;
there were no gauze swabs and the carbolic spray was frequently used; lint soaked
in carbolic or perchloride, was the favourite dressing. Nevertheless, many.
wonderfully successful operations were performed in that little theatre.

In I894 when he became a resident, admissions to the Infirmary numbered
2,388, while in I934 they were II,21I. In I894 there were 44o operations com-
pared with 8,529 forty years later. The daily average of in-patients in I894 was
i8o, and in I934, 448. These figures give some idea of the growth in forty years of
the Infirmary and of its work.

One or two events of his resident days would always remain in Dr. Kerr's
memory. He recalled visiting the slaughter house for sheep's thyroids which
were then given raw between brown bread and butter in the treatment of
myxcedema. Another and unpleasant recollection was of telegraphing all over
the country for anti-tetanic serum which arrived too late to save the patient's life.
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In conclusion, Dr. Kerr mentioned some recent changes in medical practice
which he regarded as unfortunate. Among these he included reliance on X-ray
examinations as short-cuts to diagnosis, without a thorough investigation of
the history of the case and a complete physical examination. He also disapproved
of the displacement of prescriptions by the indiscriminate use of the products of
the manufacturing chemists, and he considered that vitamins were too often pre-
scribed in concentrated form rather than in a good mixed diet as nature presents
them to us.

Dr. George F. Whyte was elected President of the Association for session
I936-37.

REVIEWS.

TREATMENT IN GENERAL
PRACTICE.

The Management of some major Medical
Disorders. "I."

B. M. J.

H. K. LEWIS & Co., LTD. 1936.
8/6 net.

This series of 35 articles by well-known
oontributors represents a reprint in book
form of articles which have already
appeared in the "British Medical Journal."
The articles are divided into three main
groups, under the headings of respiratory
and cardio-vascular diseases, and specific
fevers. The subject matter is clearly set
out, and in a rather dogmatic form which
may be useful to the senior student or
newly qualified practitioner, but many im-
portant lines of treatment do not receive
mention ; to have to limit the curative
treatment of influenza to under three pages,
as in the opening article, necessarily makes
its description extremely brief. Useful
lines of modern treatment are incorporated
in some of the articles, especially those
dealing with specific fevers, but in the main
the material is such as has already found
its way into many modern text-books of
medicine: so that it is difficult to see
the advantage of this special collection of
articles.

STUDIES ON THE HEALING
OF FRACTURES, with Special
Reference to the Significance of the

Vitamin Content of the Diet.
By JOHN HERTZ, M. D., Assistant Surgeon,
Department C, Surgical University
Hospital, Copenhagen. Lewin & Munks-
gaard, Copenhagen; Humphrey Milford,
Oxford University Press, London. 1936.
pp. 286, figs. 82. Price 15/- net. (Trans.
by Hans Andersen, M.D.).

The occurrence of delayed union, as well
as the less frequent non-union of fractures,
is a matter of practical interest to all sur-
geons engaged in active work. In cases
where the cause is not far to seek the
indications for treatment are correspond-
ingly clear. But all surgical practitioners
sooner or later meet with cases in which
the causes are obscure. For that reason
the findings which Dr. Hertz has just
published will be read with interest.

Starting with the premise " that the
vitamin content of the food affects in a
greater or lesser degree the bones and the
process of osteogenesis " the idea sug-
gested itself to him " that the process of
osseous regeneration, including the healing
of fractures, may also be influenced by the
vitamin oontent of the food." In order to
investigate* that question experimental
studies were carried out on guinea pigs and
on rats. The process of healing in animals

copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.12.134.477 on 1 D

ecem
ber 1936. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

