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day student to study intelligently' modern
physiology, so much of which is applied
physics and chemistry, without a thorough
grounding in these subjects, leisurely
acquired, and not simply under the present
rush system. When this is done, the
physics and chemistry of the public health
course may well be abridged, but not satis-
factorily till then.
The Medical Officer of Health will find

much interesting and helpful matter in this
well-written text-book.

A SHORT PRACTICE OF
SURGERY.
(Third Edition.)

By HAMILTON BAILEY, F.R.C.S. and
R. J. MCNEILL LOVE, M.S., F.R.C.S.
H. K. Lewis & Co. Ltd., London.
1936. Price 28s. net.
A third edition of this book has appeared

a little more than a year after the second
edition and changes have been made in
nearly all the chapters in order to bring
the book up to date. A feature is the
large number of useful illustrations which
have been increased in this edition.

There are several criticisms to be made
of the subject matter. We do not agree
with the authors that " the injection of
hemorrhoids has superseded operation as
a routine method." Injection therapy is
very frequently followed by recurrence

necessitating operative treatment. We do
not subscribe to the view that "clamp
and suture is rightly the most popular"
operation. It is also quite unnecessary to
insert a rubber tube into the anal canal
after the operation.

With regard to the treatment of urinary
infections we consider it would have been
advantageous to give more prominence to
and more details of, mandelic acid therapy.
We are surprised to find that the authors
state that the operation of cholecyst-
gastrostomy is useful in inaccessible ulcers
especially when they advise that it be com-
bined, when possible, with destruction of
the ulcer.

No mention is made of the modern
method of treatment of cancer of the tongue
by radium bomb therapy and we do not
agree that it is advisable to undertake a
complete block dissection of the neck
whenever possible.

The book is well produced and the type
is good. It is obvious that on page 403

gut " is a misprint for " cut." Para-
graphs dealing with advanced surgery
and rare conditions are printed in small
type. By this means a rapid review of the
book before a surgical examination is
possible.

The work is a valuable text-book of
moderate size and is recommended to those
who require a rapid review of surgery.

Forthcoming Medical Books.
THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS,
Amen House, Warwick Square, London,
E.C.4.
"Mind, Medicine and Metaphysics," by

Dr. William Brown. It is a collection
of essays dealing with the psycho-
logical aspects of medicine, methods
of psychotherapy, psycho-analysis and
confession, the problem of mental
control, freedom and moral obligation,
religion and psychology, and the sur-
vival of personality. The essays all
fall into place on a background of

philosophic idealism, although based
upon wide clinical experience and
knowledge of human nature. The
book is well summed up in its sub-
sidiary title, "The Philosophy of a
Physician," and is an attempt to
reach a philosophical or metaphysical
basis for the distinction of health and
disease, physical, mental and spiritual.
The author is Wilde Reader in

Mental Philosophy and Director of
the Institute of Experimental Psycho-
logy in the University of Oxford.
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