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REVIEWS.

TREATMENT BY DIET.
2nd Edition.

By CLIFFORD J. BARBORKA, M.D., &c.
T. B. Lippincott Company. 1935.
Price 21s. net.

The appearance of a second edition after
a period of only a little over a year is suffi-
cient evidence that this volume has met a
distinct want. This is perhaps not to be
wondered at in an age when diet and
dietetics are the cause of so much thought
not only by the doctor but also by the
patient himself. For those who wish a
book of reference with details regarding
the diet to be prescribed, and the reasons
therefor, in metabolic disease and in dis-
eases of the blood, the gastro-intestinal
tract and kidneys, and not merely general
considerations, the present volume can be
confidently recommended. The varieties
of menus under each heading form a special
feature and should prove most welcome in
avoiding any tendency to monotony which
is often such a marked character of
this method of therapy.

TESTING CHILDREN'S
DEVELOPMENT FROM BIRTH

TO SCHOOL AGE.
By CHARLOTTE BUEHLER, Ph.D., antd
HILDEGARD HETZER, Ph.D. Translated
from first German Edition by HENRY
BEAUMONT, Ph.D. George Allen and
Unwin, Ltd. 1936. Price 12s. 6d. net.

It has been a general belief that it is
not possible to measure the intelligence of
the child under the age of three years. The
work of Doctors Buehler and Hetzer shows,
however, that this is not so, but they point
out that the one essential for success is a
natural environment, a factor which has
not been given hitherto sufficient attention.
The book is divided into three parts-

the first gives the history of the develop-
ment and elaboration of the method; then
there follows a description of the technique
of applying the tests and their evaluation.
The third part gives the details of the
various tests suitable for each age period.

The volume is one which should be in
the hands of all those who have to do with
the care of children and to Dr. Beaumont
are due grateful thanks for the English
translation and making it available to a
wider public.

A TEXTBOOK OF
ROENTGENOLOGY.

By J. M. HARRISON, M.B., Ch.M.,
D.M.R.E. pp. x+888. 238 Illustrations.
Baillitre Tindall & Cox, Ltd. 1936.
Price 45/-.

This big book represents a new line of
approach in radiological literature. It
covers 'the whole range of X-ray work, in-
cluding both diagnosis and treatment. It
differs in that there is no attempt to pro-
duce a picture gallery or atlas, or even just
a description of appearances as seen in the
film or on the screen. Throughout the whole
book the author has kept before him the
fact that X-rays can be used to demonstrate
the pathology of the living in terms of
shadows. The radiologist who endeavours
to interpret these shadows must base his
work on a knowledge of the actual patho-
logical state of the tissues, and not merely
train his visual memory in such a way that
he is able to compare the radiograph in
front of him with one which he has seen
before. He must consider each shadow in
terms of the physical and pathological states
causing it.

There is a short introductory chapter on
physics, but a longer one on radio-physi-
ology and biology. Technical considera-
tions are briefly touched upon. A chapter
on inflammation shows how often it is pos-
sible by basic interpretation of shadows to
predict what type of bacterial organism is
causing the condition. Then follow chapters
on the Heart, the Arteries, the Blood and
Blood-Forming Organs, the Spleen, the
Ductless Glands, the Respiratory Tract,
the Alimentary Tract, the Liver, the Gall
Bladder and Pancreas, and the other
systems including Ear, Eye, Nose and
Skin. Each chapter considers seriatim
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anatomy, physiology, pathology, and then
and not till then is there given a description
of the radiographic appearances. Then
follows a section on what can be achieved
by X-ray treatment.

Only 238 figures are shown, a very small
number for such an encyclopaedic book, but
many of them are not reproduced sufficiently
well to compare with the high standard of
the text.

The author hopes that the book will be
of value to students and to clinicians, so as
to enable them to appreciate the value of
X-ray examinations. This is perhaps
rather much to hope for in the already over-
burdened life of the student and of the clini-
cian. To students of radiology, however,
the book will prove of inestimable value. If
every candidate for a radiological diploma
uses this book as his basic textbook, he will
find his work easier, more interesting, and
on the soundest of foundations.

RECENT ADVANCES IN
GENITO-URINARY SURGERY

By HAMILTON BAILEY, F.R.C.S., and
NORMAN M. MATHESON, F.R.C.S. J. & A.
Churchill, Ltd. 213 pages, 89 illustrations.
Price 15/-.

The excellence of the "Recent Advances"
series cannot be gainsaid, and the present
volume is well up to the standard set by
those which preceded it. It enables a busy
surgeon to keep abreast with recent work
done in this line, without having to search
through the extensive literature on the sub-
ject. In this way much time is saved. In
addition to the accounts of new work given
in the text, which are usually sufficiently
clear, a carefully selected bibliography is
inserted at the end of each chapter. It
forms an excellent starting point if one
wishes to look up the complete literature
on some debatable point.
The Authors rarely state their own

opinions. They are usually content to
quote those of recognised authorities, but
when they do give an opinion it is always
sound and practical. It is, however, curious
to note that there is no mention of mandelic
acid in the treatment of acute pyelitis, or
of the pyelitis of pregnancy. In both these

conditions it has a very marked and rapid
action, though in the latter it may be neces-
sary to empty the renal pelvis by means of
a ureteric catheter. Omissions of this
nature are trivial, and can hardly be avoided
in a short survey of the many recent
advances in urology.
On the whole, the book is strongly to be

recommended. It is clear, concise and
accurate. The matter is well arranged,
and there is no repetition or over-lapping.

A Manual of Public Health
LABORATORY PRACTICE

By PROFESSOR J. R. CURRIE AND CONTRI-
BUTORS. Edinburgh. E. & S. Livingstone.
1936. 21/- net.

The Medical Officer of Health has now-a-
days to be an Admirable Crichton, conversant
with the whole circle of the sciences,
physical, chemical, biological, social,
economic, psychological. To help him at
this difficult game, Professor Currie has
brought out this manual of 360 pages and
169 figures dealing with the subjects of
Chemistry, Bacteriology, Meteorology,
Protozoology, Helminthology, and Ento-
mology, the three last-named being contri-
buted by A. G. Mearns, Margaret W.
Jepps, and Robert A. Staig, respectively.

The result is an excellent volume for the
purpose intended, namely, to be a guide to
the student and practitioner of public
health. The various processes and examin-
ations are well set out and described, and
the public health implications noted and
discussed. The illustrations are also a
feature.

The selection of subjects dealt with
under Chemistry, might well be adopted by
the revisors of the Curriculum for the
Diploma in Public Health, and a thorough
knowledge of the same demanded. But
such a consideration raises the further
question whether the intending medical
student should not be required to arrive at
age eighteen .at the University, having
already had a three years' course at a
School or Technical College, in physics and
chemistry; or otherwise precede his medical
course with a science one including these
subjects. It is impossible for the present
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