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science. This of course could not be other-
wise, as more information is available
regarding those of our own time, and the
placing of these latter in the correct per-
spective is more difficult. But it is good
that we should be reminded of what they
have done and as an available record for
future use they should prove of value. The
various masters are introduced by descrip-
tive titles such as Harvey "Experimental
Physiology," Chiselden "Surgeon and
Lithotomist" and Lister "Founder of
Modern Surgery," but we feel it does Sir
James Paget scant justice to dub him
"Consulting Surgeon," since it is as a
teacher and an original worker that he lays
claim to be included in this gallery, and
surely the appellation "Clinical Physician"
applied to Richard Bright is an example of
tautology.

In most instances pleasing photographs
are available, the printing is good and the
make-up of the page pleasing. There is
also a very detailed index which will en-
hance the value of the volume as a book of
reference.

REPORTS ON CHRONIC
RHEUMATIC DISEASES:

Being the Annual Report of the British
Committee on Chronic Rheumatic Dis-
eases, appointed by the Royal College of

Physicians. Number Two.

Edited by C. W. BUCKLEY, M.D.,
F.R.C.P. X + 140. Royal 8vo. Price
10/6 net.

Chronic joint disease affords abundant
opportunities for study, and this second
volume of papers, under the editorial
direction of Dr. Buckley, records how
these opportunities are being used. There
is no lack of industry either on the part of
individuals or of committees, and yet to a
large extent both the aetiological and the
therapeutic problems remain in debate. In
the present volume a preliminary account
of a biochemical investigation of joint

tissues is described and is regarded as a
new line of approach; the authors are
Professor E. C. Dodds and Dr. E. L. G.
Bywaters. In an elaborate clinical study
Dr. W. S. C. Copeman argues that not a
few cases of " rheumatoid arthritis " of
unknown causation are due to tuberculous
infection of a low order of virulence.
Another revival of a doctrine which once
had considerable acceptance is the sugges-
tion that there is much in common in the
wtiology of acute rheumatism and forms of
chronic arthritis, and this in contradiction
of the earlier proposition that whatever
chronic joint disease may be it is certainly
not rheumatism. Not the least interesting
of the eleven contributions is the article
by Dr. Philip S. Hench on recent re-
searches in America, where, also, it is
recognised that the movement towards
confident conclusions is slow and that
there is still wanting " a cure for which
a vast army of patient and pitiable sufferers
has waited so long." Altogether the
volume is well worthy of careful attention.

CORRECTION

We regret that in the article by Mr.
Gabriel on "Benign Tumours of the
Rectum" published in the August issue,
Frankfeldt's biopsy forceps (Fig. 2. p. 331)
was unfortunately depicted instead of
Frankfeldt's diathermy forceps illustrated
below. Also, the phrase "according to
Broders classification" line 31, p. 329 was
incorrectly placed and should have followed
"grade 3" two lines further down.
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Frankfeldt's diathermy forceps.
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