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AURAL THERAPY IN
RELATION TO DEAFNESS.

By Professor D. F. FRASER-HARRIS, M.D.,
etc. The Sterling Medical Publishing
Co. 1936. Price 7/6.
Tihis is really a pamphlet of 44 pages,

bound in cloth. There is a non-committal
"Foreword" by Sir James Purves
Stewart and an unsigned Introduction by a
Medical Professor of an English University
who is using a Valve Aid to Hearing with
advantage.

Chapters I and II are devoted to a
description of the varieties and the causes
of deafness respectively. On the assump-
tion that the book is addressed to the
general public these two chapters are quite
good, although it seems a little optimistic
to say (p. 17) "Some people may have a
growth of the ear passage known as a poly-
pus which will render them deaf. This can
be removed by the surgeon and once the
obstruction is removed the person's hear-
ing will be restored to normal." Aural
surgeons know that aural polypi nearly
always originate in the middle ear and are
associated with suppurative disease
attended by some permanent deafness.

Otosclerosis is dealt with at some length,
but one doubts whether it is correct to say
that " It is by far the most general form
of deafness experienced by persons after
they have attained the age of 30." (p. 21.)

Chapters III and IV deal with the diag-
nosis and treatment of deafness by -an in-
strument called the "audiograph," per-
haps better called the audiometer. Too
much credit perhaps is given to a particular
instrument, for the principle of selective
amplification by the addition of the thermi-
onic valve has been in use for many years.
Still, advance has taken place along the
lines indicated, and although most of such
instruments are really too heavy to be de-
cribed as " portable," users in office and
in committee have been greatly helped.

Dr. Fraser-Harris's own contribution to
the subject is in Chapters V and VI,
"Treatment by the Thermo-Catheter."
This is not a catheter at all. It is an aural
speculum-like instrument fixed to a handle
to which a wire is led by which, when an
electric current is turned on, a contained
ointment is warmed and melted so that ;t
may be absorbed through the tympanic

membrane and thus promote the cure of
chronic deafness. On the face of it such
action seems unlikely and the theory that
cure thus results is practically unsupported
by case records. It should be stated that
the letterpress and illustrations are well
done.

THE LIFE AND WORKS
OF CHARLES BARRETT

LOCKWOOD.
By E. C. O. JEWESBURY, M.R.C.S.
H. K. Lewis. 1936. Price 2/6.

The author has succeeded in writing the
life of this great surgeon in a fascinating
way. The reader is enabled, in the words
of another "to see him live and to live
through the various stages in his life ". A
real insight is given into the character of
the man together with a lucid description
of his great powers. The reader is enabled
to see the transition period through which
surgery was passing with the development
of aseptic principles and the science of
bacteriology. In the appendix a survey is
made of Lockwood's important contribu-
tions to Surgery and a list of all his works
is given.

THE CARE OF THE AGED, THE
DYING AND THE DEAD.

By ALFRED WORCESTER, M.D., Sc.D.
Charles C. Thomas. Pp. 75. 1935.
Price $1.0.
This small volume is a graceful and

pleasing essay from the facile pen of the
Professor of Hygiene in Harvard Univer-
sity; the reading of it is indeed a happy
experience. Its theme briefly is the care,
not of the diseases of old age but of aged
patients, and it combines the art of clini-
cal observation with the human touch which
it is the privilege of the physician to culti-
vate. What to do and what not to do-
each receives due consideration and is a
text for wise counsel and suggestion.
The concluding chapter urges the value of
post-mortem examinations and of crema-
tion, and emphasizes the duty of the
medical profession to instruct public
opinion in these directions.
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