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SACRIFICE TO ATTIS.
(A Study of Sex and Civilization.)

By WILLIAM A. BREND, M.A., B.Sc., M.D.
Messrs. William Heinemann. 1936.

Price 10/6.
Like many earnest thinkers of the moment,

Dr. Brend is disturbed by the illness of
society and its apparent impending dissolu-
tion. But instead of reviling he, in the
fashion of the true physician, submits the
case to a careful examination in the search
for a cause, and the present volume is the
result of his study.

Dr. Brend concludes that the chief cause
of the apparent break-up of civilization is
our attitude to sex. He believes that it is
the false teaching during childhood re-
garding sex matters and the thwarting of
its exercise during adolescence and man-
hood which render men and women so
unfit for the battle of life. There is no
question that the sex function is one of
the fundamental factors, if not the domin-
ant factor in human life, but whether the
following of his advice and the throwing
over of all our taboos, and approaching
procreation and the bearing of children in
a purely materialistic manner would bring
about a happier and more satisfactory state
of matters is open to grave doubt.

Dr. Brend quotes Soviet Russia and
ancient Greece as examples of communi-
ties which have successfully approached
sex matters from a so-called rationalistic
point of view. But in reply his critics
might be justified in drawing attention to
the fact that Soviet Russia has been gradu-
ally discarding her revolutionary customs
and, since Dr. Brend's book went to press,
has much curtailed the reasons for divorce
and has stopped State abortion, which
latter it is always important to remember
was never practised indiscriminately, as he
would imply, but was only permitted once
in the case of any individual.
The spiritual side of life finds no

place in Dr. Brend's world, and it is diffi-
cult to see how any high degree of
civilization can be reached without it.
However, those who are familiar with Dr.
Brend's writings will expect a most in-
teresting, stimulating and illuminating
study and of this they are assured, for
hardly a page of the volume is devoid of
food for reflection.

THE ENDOCRINE ORGANS IN
HEALTH AND DISEASE.

By SIR HUMPHRY DAVY ROLLESTON,
Bart. Oxford University Press. 1936.
Price 36/-.
Sir Humphry Davy Rolleston has laid

his colleagues under still another debt by
the production of this truly monumental
work.
The volume is the outcome of the

Fitzpatrick lectures on the History of the
Endocrine Organs which Sir Humphry
delivered before the Royal College of Phy-
sicians in 1933 and 1934. The lectures
have been considerably expanded so as to
include accounts of the anatomy, physi-
ology and diseases of the various ductless
glands so that there has resulted the most
comprehensive survey extant, at least in
the English language, of this most
important field of medicine.
The various endocrine organs are taken

up seriatim and are considered from the
historical, the embryological, the anatomi-
cal, the pathological, the clinical and the
therapeutic aspects. Interspersed through-
out the different chapters are interesting
biographical notices and portraits of many
of the pioneers in endocrinology which add
considerably to the interest and value of
the volume. At the end of each chapter
is an extensive bibliography. There is
also a very complete subject index but we
are inclined to suggest that this might
with advantage have been accompanied by
one of authors.

The volume displays the excellence of
printing and pleasing appearance so
characteristic of the work of the Oxford
University Press.

MANUAL OF EMERGENCIES.
By J. SNOWMAN, M.D., M.R.C.P. John

Bale Sons and Danielsson, Ltd. Third
Edition. 1936. Price 10/6.
This little book has now passed through

three editions. It has been revised and
brought up to date. Although not contain-
ing original observations, it is an interest-
ing cross section of medical literature and
will continue in its new form to give help
to the newly qualified practitioner.
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