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REVIEWS.

HERO-DUST.
By JAMES KEMBLE, Ch.M., F.R.C.S.
Methuen & Co., Ltd. '1936. Price 6/-.

This is a volume which will have a par-
ticular interest for the medical man since
it is an attempt to explain the behaviour
of certain eminent personages of the past,
and through them the course of history,
on the basis of the diseases from which
they suffered. The characters analysed
are Mary, Queen of Scots, Epicurus,
Catherine the Great, John Milton, Beau
Brummell and Omar KhayyAm.
The reference to the medical history is

not equally evident in the case of all the
characters studied but it is particularly
significant in the case of Mary, Queen of
Scots, Catherine the Great and John
Milton. The author suggests that Mary had
become pregnant to Bothwell prior to the
murder of Darnley and that this fact must
be taken into consideration in any review
of the factors producing these troublous
times, and that the nymphomania of
Catherine allied to the impotence of her
consort was a potent influence in the Rus-
sian Court. However true it may be that
the sexual failings of these two Queens
were responsible for their conduct, it is
doubtful if the author is justified in ascrib-
ing John Milton's literary adventures in
pamphleteering to moroseness consequent
on developing blindness. If there is one
characteristic of the blind it is their sub-
lime resignation and contentment and thus
we feel that the author will find as little
support for his statement that " there is
probably no disability more disastrous
than blindness," as for another in the
same chapter to the effect that " Genius
is not an inborn gift, it is just hard work
disguised."

It is hoped that this short notice will
act as an incentive to the reading of this
volume which provides much food for re-
flection as well as many points of great
historical interest.

THE
PREVENTION OF CANCER.
3By SAMPSON HANDLEY, M.S., F.R.C.S.
H. K. Lewis & Co. 1936. Price 1/-.
This little pamphlet incorporates the

Mitchell Banks Memorial Lecture of 1935.
The author reviews some of the history of
cancer research and describes his theory of
lymph stasis as one of the factors in
causing cancerous change in the tissues.
The pamphlet contains several shrewd

observations which are of considerable
interest. A rather striking one is that
circumcision seems not only to greatly
reduce the incidence of penile cancer,
but also uterine cancer, in those races
which practise it as a routine.
The author believes that chronic sepsis

is a precursor of cancer and that the best
way of treating cancer is by doing all we
can to prevent this condition or treat it
in the early, or precancerous stage: a dic-
tum with which all surgeons will agree.
He emphasizes the importance of dental and
genital hygiene, and advocates that all
cases of chronic mastitis should be treated
by X-rays.
The pamphlet is eminently readable.

HANDBOOK OF SURGERY.
By ERIC C. MEKIE, M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.S.

(Edin.). E. & S. Livingstone. 1936.
Price 15/-.
This book is a series of lecture notes. It

covers in its seven hundred odd pages the
surgical knowledge which the Edinburgh
graduate is expected to have absorbed be-
fore graduation. It should prove a useful
book for a certain type of student. It does
not claim to replace any one of the well-
known text-books of surgery. If used in
conjunction with such a text-book it should
form a means whereby the student can
rapidly cover the salient points in the few
months preparatory to sitting for his final
surgery examination.
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