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Sir Percival Horton-Smith Hartley, Dr.
WVingfield and Mr. Burgess, based on
the analysis. of 8,766 cases treated at
Brompton Hospital Sanatorium, Frimley.
As in previous volumes there is included

a statistical analysis of the work done in
the Hospital during the year and a selection
of cases of unusual clinical interest.

PRACTICAL POINTS IN
ANAESTHESIA.

By H. K. ASHWORTH. pp. vi+ 160. 16
illus. J. & A. Churchill. 1936. Price
7/6.
The contents of this little book were

originally published serially in the "Man-
chester University Medical School Gazette"
and represent an attempt to help the in-
frequent and inexperienced anesthetist.
This laudable object seems to have been

attained in a most satisfactory manner by
the exclusive attention to practical method,
and the omission of theoretical considera-
tions.

The subject matter is written in excellent
English and the advice given is, in the
main, extremely sound. It seems a pity,
however, to recommend a routine induction,
technique incorporating chloroform, which
it is questionable whether avertin is suit-
able for patients with damaged hepatic
and renal functions.

The last chapter is devoted to local anal-
gesia and has been written by Mr. H. T.
Simmons.

The quality of the paper, printing and
illustrations is irreproachable as is invari-
ably the case in books published by this
firm.

Miscellaneous.
This Section deals with New Drugs, Preparations, Surgical Instruments, etc. The description of each article is

supplied by the Producer. Particulars regarding tinsertions, which are free of cost, unay be obtained from the
Business Manager, Fellowship of Medicine and Post-Graduate Journal, 404, Grand Buildings, T.C.2.

BEE STINGS.
The medicinal properties of the bee have

been recognised from the earliest times-
mention is made of them in the Koran.

Powdered bees were taken
Antibody by mouth for Dropsy and to
Products cure Stone. Galen stated
Ltd. that bees reduced to powder,

and placed in honey, would
cure baldness when applied to the bald
places.
The ashes of bees, tinctures and infusions,

especially after their reduction to homce-
pathic proportions, gained much praise,
even in the middle of the last century.
Much of their recommendation had no
doubt been handed down from the dark
ages, and may be classified with other
mystic remedies, such as the giving of a
spider wrapped in butter for measles-a
belief still lingering among the Gypsies to-
day.
The use of the venom from the sting

sacks is on quite a different basis.
There are scores of cases to be found

in the literature of patients who have lost

the whole of their rheumatism after being
stung by bees.

On the Continent many bee-keepers-
themselves immune have become famous
for their treatment of rheumatism, some
without charge as a freewill offering for
their own cure by similar means. Several
Physicians, notably Phillip Terc of Vienna,
have treated thousands of patients in their
Clinics. In all these cases the live bees
were used-a painful business with many
attendant risks, and of course, not available
except in the summer.
The extraction of the bee venom, its

sterilisation and the bottling of it in
standard-sized doses in ampoules ready for
inoculation at all seasons is an enormous
advance in the scientific usage and con-
venience with which bee venom may now
be used.

All the literature, and the latest scientific
work on the subject is to be found in a
volume recently published in New York by
Bodog F. Beck.

Continued on Page xiv.
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