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first volume of seventeen hundred odd
pages deals with anesthesia, abdomen,
rectum, X-ray diagnosis and radium. The
section on strangulated hernia is a little
disappointing.
The editor, in the preface, states, " This

work has been written for post-graduates
who require more precise

instruction in the details of operative pro-
cedure." But in the section above named,
the author says, " The technique of intes-
tinal resection and anastomosis is more
properly dealt with in text-books of
operative surgery." Why? Surely he has
defeated one of the objects of the editor.
The diagrams on page 1059 illustrating
intestinal anastomosis -are useless except
for demonstrating the method in a general
way to a type of reader who will never be
called upon, himself, to perform the opera-
tion. The guide

, sutures, the mesentery,
the method of dealing with the bare area
between its leaves, the clamps and the
legend have all been omitted.
The operation of cholecystectomy is well

described and illustrated, although it is not
the practice of all surgeons to divide the
cystic duct before the cystic artery has been
identified and defined, as is recommended
in the text.
The chapters on the rectum make de-

lightful reading. It is a little unfortunate,
however, that the author has entirely
omitted to mention the injection treatment
of hemorrhoids, and offers nothing but
operation for their cure. Surely injections
of carbolized oil for bleeding haemorrhoids
is one of the outstanding advances of the
twentieth century rectal surgery. For those
who are not in touch with this branch of
surgery, it would simplify the context if
all diagrams were drawn with the patient
lying in a similar position. On some pages
the anus is portrayed as seen in the right
lateral, and in others, in the left lateral
position.

Gastrectomy is so well described and
illustrated that a doctor with a minimum of
experience would be able to perform this
major operation satisfactorily by following
the excellent diagrams and the appended
reading matter. It is unfortunate that the
same cannot be said about colectomy, in
the description of which the author assumes
that the reader is conversant with many
stages of this operation.

The part of the book dealing with radium
treatment is divided into two sections,
which have been written by two contribu-
tors who have obviously not collaborated.
There is a description of the physical pro-
perties of radium running into twelve
pages and more, at the beginning of each
of the two chapters. It is interesting to
note that the contributors commence by
disagreeing on the atomic weight of
radium, a physical property capable of
accurate measurement. It is unfortunate
that X-ray therapy is not mentioned more
fully in this section of the book. What we
should like to have seen in addition was a
discussion on the relative value of radium
and X-rays in the relief of malignant
disease.
The book is a very large one and needs

pruning. Descriptions of individual cases
and the personal pronoun might well be
omitted. It is on the whole well written and
lucid, although one or two sentences leave
one a little puzzled as to the meaning the
author wishes to convey. Doubtless such
a statement as " Lastly, concentrate
diagnostic endeavour upon the possibility
of a subdiaphragmatic abscess " on page
953 will not be allowed to adorn the pages
of subsequent editions of this admirable
book.

PAINFUL AND DANGEROUS
DISEASES OF THE EAR.
A text-book for students and general

practitioners.

By R. R. WOOD, M.B., F.R.C.S.I.
Surgeon in charge of the Ear, Nose and
Throat Department, Sir Patrick Dun's
Hospital, Dublin. Oxford University Press.
London. Humphrey Milford. 1936.

Price 15g.

For some time there seems to have been
a lull in the production of books on
Diseases of the Ear, and indeed we have
enough of them. This, however, is a very
excellent book and the worst that can be
said of it is, to quote the author himself,
that it is a compromise. It is easy to
criticise compromises and any such criti-
cism must not hide the many excellencies of
the work.
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The first part of the book deals with
the essential anatomy, the necessary in-
struments, the methods of examination, and
syringing and cleaning. This section on
the whole is well done and well illustrated.
The reader is asked to use and rely on the
otoscope or as it became known to the
reviewer as the auriscope when he brought
it from America 25 years ago. The in-
strument in the interval has hardly altered.
For a student the instrument is good and
easily handled; but the student or practi-
tioner who journeys with t;he author to the
finesse of diagnosis as far as the latter
takes him will have mastered the forehead
mirror method which is more generally
applicable and perhaps leaves the hands
free for more capable use. The intra-
tympanic syringe which is not given in the
instrument list should have been included
as a means of diagnosis.

Part II of the book deals with uncom-
plicated inflammations and includes acute
external otitis and middle ear inflammations,
suppurative and non-suppurative, and is
well done, although one notices a ten-
dency, which is developed in later chapters,
to over-tabulation or over classification.
Diseases of the ear do not fall into cata-
logues quite as rigidly as these tables
would lead the reader to expect.

Part III deals with acute mastoiditis
which may either occur as a direct result
of an acute middle ear or as a flair-up
during the course of an old-standing middle
ear suppuration. Indications for operation
are given in great detail and the general plan
of the mastoid operation is given, but not in
sufficient detail to be useful to the student
or general practitioner.

In IPart IV which deals with intra-
cranial complications, tabulation and
classification of symptoms are carried to
the highest point and here in dealing with
sinus thrombosis and brain abscess the
author has been unable to restrain himself
and tells the reader all about the operative
treatment of these conditions. The text
of the book is completed by a useful
chapter on the cerebro-spinal fluid.
The book is well illustrated and an

appendix consisting of 4 coloured plates
illustrates the common findings in middle
ear suppuration as discoVered by the
otoscope. It would be better in referring

to the itympanic findings to use the term
drum membrane instead of drum. After
all the tympanic or drum of the ear is much
more than a membrane.

Such criticisms as are offered here are
slight and refer to details. They are
mostly the result of the compromise which
is the declared policy of the author. Mr.
Wood is a good teacher, a clear thinker,
an expert in diagnosis and has given us a
very useful volume. It is to be hoped that
he will give us a complete volume on the
Surgery of the Ear.

BODY WATER.
The Exchanges of Fluids in Man.
By JOHN P. PETERS, M.D. London:

Bailliere, Tindall and Cox. 1935.
(18/- net.)

Although it is a commonplace to state
that the most important constituent of the
animal body is water, comparatively little
attention has been paid by the practising
physician to the conditions governing the
distribution of fluid and regulating its out-
put. Unfortunately most scientific papers
dealing with this subject are written in a
style calculated to deter all but the keenest
enthusiasts. Reference is piled on refer-
ence and formula on formula like Ossa on
Pelion until the mind reels in confusion and
prays for the establishment of some form
of equilibrium. Professor Peters who has
with his colleagues contributed so much to
the understanding of water and salt
metabolism, has, however, succeeded in
writing a readable book and at the same
time conveying some real information and
understanding of whiat is undoubtedly not
yet an easy subject. Physioo-Chemical
terms abound, but to the reader who is
even moderately equipped in this direction
and who is willing to take trouble, this
book should prove a godsend in saving him
endless trouible consulting innumerable
papers. The first chapter is concerned
with the physical chemistry of solutions
with reference to exchanges of fluid and
solutes. The following five chapters deal
with the factors regulating the exchanges
between cells, serum and tissue fluids.
Chapter seven is concerned with an account

copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.12.126.172 on 1 A

pril 1936. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

