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REVIEWS.

THE AUTONOMIC NERVOUS
SYSTEM:

Anatomy, Physiology and Surgical
Treatment.

By JAMES C. WHITE, M.D., Assistant Pro-
fessor and Tutor in Surgery, Harvard
Medical School; Assistant Visiting Surgeon,
Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston.
pp. 386, 96 illustrations, 16 tables. London,
Henry Kimpton. 1935. Price 30/- net.

This is the most complete work on the
subject that has appeared in English.
Those familiar with Dr. White's numerous
contributions to the study of the autonomic
nervous system will expect to find in it the
careful appraisement of each problem, the
complete clinical studies, and the dispas-
sionate judgment of the results of operations
that have characterized his various papers.
They will not be disappointed in this expec-
tation; and, in addition, the book is marked
by breadth of perspective, and by a judici-
ous sifting and weighing of the already
enormous literature on the subject.
The contents are divided into three parts.

The first of these deals with the anatomy
and physiology of the autonomic nervous
system, its general physiology, the physio-
logical action of drugs and hormones, the
physiology of visceral pain, and methods of
study. The account given is everywhere
adequate, and its selective nature is an
index of the clinical experience of the
author. Each chapter is followed by a list
of the most important papers on the par-
ticular aspects considered, and these are
well chosen and up-to-date. The chapter
on methods of study will be particularly
useful to those whose experience in dealing
with disease of the sympathetic system is
limited; it will enable them to set about the
investigation of their patients purposefully
and eclectically.

Part II, in the author's own words,
deals with "those conditions in which it
is possible to modify abnormal activity on
the part of smooth muscle and glands by
destruction of their autonomic nerves," as
well as the intricate subject of visceral pain.
It follows the commendable plan of indicat-
ing both suitable and unsuitable types of

case for operative intervention, and the
author's opinions are illustrated by admir-
able case-reports from his own practice, as
well as by surveys of the practice of others.
The reviewer finds Dr. White's outlook on
this important matter to be exceedingly
balanced; his advice is always considered
and, except in certain cases in which he will
have the support of those of experience,
free from the dogmatism and empiricism
that so often flourish in a new branch of
surgery.
The third part of the book deals with the

operative surgery of the autonomic system.
Although the descriptions are short, they
contain the gist of the matter, and where
this is necessary may be supplemented by
reference to individual papers quoted in the
bibliography appended to each section. The
illustrations form the least appealing feature
of this section: they have something of the
anatomical diagram, and something of the
accurate drawing, without achieving the
simplicity of the one or the accuracy of the
other.
The book is lucidly written, and facts,

hypotheses, and theories are clearly dis-
tinguished. Indeed the style-unorna-
mented and terse-lends additional weight
to the author's statement of his views. The
volume is well produced, and typographical
errors have been avoided. It is a book that
will command a wide surgical public, not
only among those who are seeking informa-
tion, but also among the experienced who
value an honest and unbiassed opinion.

POST-GRADUATE SURGERY.
Edited by RODNEY MAINGOT, F.R.C.S.

(Ent.). With an Introduction by the
Right Hon. Lord Moynihan of Leeds.

Medical Publications Ltd. 1936.
Vol. I. Price 70/-.

An excellent book that we can recom-
mend with every confidence to the profes-
sion. There is much that can be said in its
praise, and we do not wish the words of
criticism which follow to detract from its
sterling merits. Many of the defects may
be easily remedied in future editions. The
book is a composite work by authors of
differing seniority and experience. The
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