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PROGNOSIS.
Volume I.

The Lancet, Limited. London. 1935.
10/6 net.

One would need to be an Admirable
Crichton to review efficiently a book of
three score and ten essays by experts on
the forecasting of the course of as many
diseases and their varied degrees. Still
in medicine one has to carry with a large
store of critical equipment and the reading
of this book is a test how far one has
learned to use it and keep it up to date.

Let it be said at once that the volume
is very much worth while, especially for
the articles by first-rate authorities giving
their most recent wisdom and conclusions,
which only reach the text-books many
years later, when in fact they have become
accepted and perhaps, old-fashioned. This
statement of course is a strong argument
to send the practitioners of medicine on
study or "refresher" courses at appointed
times, s/nd the Fellowship of Medicine is
designed to assist those so voluntarily in-
clined.
The opening articles on Carbuncle,

Diphtheria, and Juvenile Rheumatism
make an excellent start in their clear, con-
cise, direct style, conveying much informa-
tion meanwhile. Many similar articles
follow, such as (to mention a few) those on
Gall-bladder disease, Surgical treatment of
peptic ulcer, Acute intestinal strangulation,
Femoral hernia, Perforating injuries of the
eye, Glaucoma, Cataract, Detachment of
retina, Squint, Genital Birth injuries,
Diabetes, Epidemic Encephalitis, Paralyses
in children, Epilepsy, Tabes Dorsalis,
Acute Empyema, Bronchiectasis, Lobar
Pneumonia, Chronic Pulmonary Tubercu-
losis, Urinary Tuberculosis, Hip-joint
Tuberculosis in childhood, Heart disease in
pregnancy, Puerperal sepsis, Prematurity,
Appendicitis in childhood, and Diverticu-
litis.

It must be observed that some of the
subjects do not lend themselves so readily
to compression, and also that in some few
cases, the matter could be better arranged
for easy compression.

It is refreshing to find in many articles
that there is a break-away from a blind
worshipping of statistics, and that it is
often pointed out that these depend largely

on the original accuracy of diagnosis,
selection of cases, skill of treatment, and
after follow up, so that comparisons are
often valueless from person to person and
school to school. One is struck with the
extreme fairness of many of the contribu-
tors in the presentation of their results.

CATECHISM SERIES.
E. & S. Livingstone. Each vol. 1/6d. each.

This sort of aid can be useful as an indi-
cation to the student as to the sort of
question he may expect. He should, how-
ever, check the concise answers from the
wider reading recommended him in order
that he may assure himself that no
essentials are omitted.

TOXICOLOGY.
By A. ALLISON. 3rd Edition. 1935. pp. 83.
The author has wisely included some

account of the regulations relating to
poisons. One misses in this, as indeed in
far more pretentious works, any reference
to war gases; presumably they are not on
the students' syllabus. The more's the pity,
for unless this state of affairs is remedied,
doctors may find themselves in time of
emergency being taught their business by
civilians.

PATHOLOGY.
By JAMES MILLER. 4th Edition. 1935. In
two parts, pp. 152.
This is an excellent survey of the field.

There seems, however, to be no mention
of inflammation or of fibrous degeneration.
This is perhaps not to be wondered at
seeing that it is the fashion now-a-days to
confounded the two-of chronic nephritis
and chronic myocarditis-even when there
is no evidence of inflammation.

BACTERIOLOGY & PROTOZOOLOGY.
By W. R. LOGAR. 4th Edition. 1935.

Pt. 11, pp. 79.
This is an excellent compendium. The

arrangement is, of course, academic rather
than clinical. It might be safer on p. 116
to insert the word "anerobes" before
wound infection and on p. 125 the word
"anwerobe" before the words "associated
with *food poisoning!
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