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OXYGEN AND CARBON
DIOXIDE THERAPY.

By ARGYLL CAMPBELL and E. P. POULTON.
Oxford University Press. 1935. Price 12/6.

This is an extremely well arranged book,
packed full of useful information from
cover to cover. The authors have collected
together material from a vast field of
scientific literature, and whenever a paper
is quoted, the reference is given; the bib-
liography at the end of the volume includes
379 works. After dealing with the histor-
ical side of oxygen therapy, they give an
account of the underlying physiological
principles involved; they then deal with
those diseases where benefit may result
from the use of oxygen or carbon dioxide,
and finally describe the methods of admin-
istration. They uphold the great value of
the oxygen tent, and inaugurate an oxygen
therapy service, whereby the loan of the
necessary apparatus can be arranged.

Each chapter has an excellent summary
at the end, and the illustrations and dia-
grams are good.

The main value of this excellent book lies
in the accumulated mass of references to
the subject and in the authors' thorough
discussion on the uses of oxygen and
carbon dioxide in medicine and the value
of the various means of administration.

MIDWIFERY
By Ten Teachers.

Edited by CLIFFORD WHITE, SIR COMYNS
BERKELEY and J. S. FAIRBAIRN.

Fifth Edition. London; Edward Arnold
and Co. 1935. Price 18/-.
The present is the fifth edition of this

work since its first appearance in 1917 and
in the preface it is noted that it is the
first edition to appear under the direction
of Mr. Clifford White. The ten contribu-
tors are all teachers in various London
hospitals and their very names are a guar-
antee that the volume should represent all
that is best in British obstetrical teaching.

In its general arrangement the book is on
the usual lines; of the 712 pages of text,
219 are devoted to pregnancy and 285 to
the consideration of normal and abnormal
labour while the puerperium, the newborn
child, anwsthesia in obstetric practice and
various associated considerations compleite
the substance of the book. Care has been
taken to make the descriptions clear and
concise and it can be said in general that
the spirit of conservatism permeates the
whole work. This is well shown in the
chapters on eclampsia where accouchement
forcd is oondemned, and also in the treat-
ment of ante-partum hemorrhage. It is
perhaps unfortunate that in the treatmnent
of placenta praevia the claims of de Ribes's
bag are stressed to the relative exclusion
of the more effective and simpler Willett's
forceps and the grave danger of shock as
opposed to the amount of blood lost and
the importance of this in avoiding unneces-
sary manipulation might have been more
forcibly stressed.

In discussing puerperal sepsis the authors
rightly point out the difficulty in any par-
ticular case of assessing the value of any
individual form of therapy and their con-
demnation of curettage in such cases will
meet with general approval.

Pelvimetry is fully described while the
importance of ante-natal care is emphasized
but the many pitfalls in pelvimetry might
have been given more prominence.

These, however, are only minor criti-
cisms of a wholly admirable volume which
should continue its useful function of pre-
paring the student for his final examination
and at the same time give him a proper
perspective of the science and ant of
obstetrics. When it is added that the
paper is good, the printing is clear, and
the illustrations sufficient and in the main
self-explanatory, it will be appreciated that
the format of the volume is all that could
be desired.

This book can safely be recommended to
students, and to those post-graduates who
continue to be students, as a sane and help-
ful review of the present position of
British obstetrics.
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