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that at the same time he does not lay more
stress on paying attention to the feeling of
resistance, changes in which are often more
instructive than variations in resonance.
The chapter dealing with electrocardio-
graphy is full but it would have been more
helpful for the student if in the records of
the tracings the various waves had been
marked by the appropriate letter. Minor
details like these are of little moment in a
book of such general excellence but the
deliberate omission of the consideration of
the blood and urine in such a volume is to
our mind a serious mistake and will
interfere with its popularity on this side
of the Atlantic. The author excuses him-
self by stating that these come under the
heading of "laboratory data" and are "no
longer taught as part of Physical Diag-
nosis. " It is just this attitude which is
undermining the sound education of the
-medical student.

BLAIR BELL'S PRINCIPLES
OF GYNA3COLOGY.

(4th Edition).
Figs. 507.

9 x 6 Pp. xiv + 848. Plates 16 (coloured).
Published by Bailliere, Tindall & Cox.

1935. Price 35/-.
This is a valuable and up-to-date work

on Gyneecology. To call it a text-book for
students with its 848 pages is paying a
high compliment to the student as 'there is
no surer way of misleading an undergrad-
uate in medicine than by recommending him
to read large text-books on his numerous
subjects.
The book is an excellent one for use by

the practitioner with a leaning towards
gynacology and especially so for post-
graduates studying for the membership of
the College of Obstetricians and Gynaecolo-
gists of which Blair Bell was the Founder
and First President.
The microphotographs, pathological

drawings and diagrams of operations are all
excellent. The arrangement of the book
is clear and rational. It is a complete work
of its kind in that paragraphs and chapters
are given on all details of the subject e.g.,
post-operative exercises, anesthetics, pre-
paration for operation in a private house,
blood transfusion, &c.

A gynaecologist reading the book will
differ from many of the author's views as
the book is essentially based on the author's
own work. It is not an impersonal work
on gynaecology. This definitely adds to its
interest but leaves the work open to criti-
cism e.g.

(1) Radium in the treatment of cancer of
the uterus is of more value than Blair
Bell would lead one to believe by his list
of contra-indications to its use.
(2) The frequency of the author's use of
ventro suspension in addition to his ad-
vocated prolapse operation makes one
wonder if he should not have adopted
and advised the Fothergill operation.
(3) Gilliam's operation is not described.
It is referred to as in many ways tech-
nically very imperfect and a description
of Blair Bell's modification of the opera-
tion alone is given in detail, although it is
not commonly favoured by gynaecolo-
gists. Webster also suffers from detrac-
tion in ithe description of his classical
operation.

These like all other faults in the book,
are obvious to all readers.

Once again it can be emphasised that this
book is an advance in the text-book descrip-
tion of Gynacology and should be used by
all post-graduate students of Gynacology.

THE RHEIJMATIC DISEASES.
Bv G. D. KERSLEY, M.D., M.R.C.P.

Published by Heinemann. 1935. Price 6/-.
This small book is one of several which

have recently been produced on the subject
of the rheumatic diseases. It does not
appear to contribute much to the subject,
but, allowing for the exigencies of its bulk,
it constitutes quite a good resume of modern
ideas. Professor F. R. Fraser, in an excel-
lent preface, emphasises the need for more
pre- and post-graduate instruction in this
difficult group of diseases, and it is to be
hoped that he may be able to give practical
outcome to this expression of opinion in the
near future.

The reproductions of the nine X-rav
pictures which illustrate the book are good,
and the light weight of the volume makes it
suitable for the bed-side.
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