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its perusal also to all those members of the
public who sit on administrative Councils,
for it contains some excellent examples of
the disastrous results of penny-wise, pound-
foolish expenditure and of how-not-to-do-
it methods in so-called sanitary under-
takings by ignorant or parsimonious public
health authorities.

HANDBOOK of ANAiSTHETICS.
By T. STUART Ross and H. P. FAIRLIE.
Crown 8vo. 320 p.p. 66 Illustrations.

1935. Price 10/6.

The essential soundness of this textbook
is seen in the fact that it has now reached a
fourth edition. Dr. Fairlie alone is respon-
sible for the latest version, but much of Dr.
Ross's original groundwork remains.

The book is written in a clear and inter-
esting style and the author is broadminded
and without extreme views. The latest
methods are mentioned, such as gas-air
analgesia in obstetrics, CO2 absorption,
cyclopropane, sodium evipan and di-vinyl
ether. The northern origin of the book is
shewn by the space devoted to chloroform
and mixtures containing it, and it is doubt-
ful whether many anaesthetists would admit
the propriety of performing intra-nasal
operations under chloroform anaesthesia in
the semi-sitting position described in
chapter XX. Dr. Fairlie seems unduly
pessimistic regarding the use of insulin as
it has generally been found extremely useful
in mitigating the after-effects of lipoid-
soluble drugs and in the treatment of opera-
tive shock. It is good to see that the views
of certain pathologists on the non-existence
of status lymphaticus are not upheld. The
sections on endotracheal anwesthesia might
be improved by differentiating more clearly
between the obsolescent insufflation tech-
nique and the modern inhalation method.

The chapter on local analgesia by Mr.
Quarry Wood is excellent and gives suffi-
cient detail to be of real use.

The type, paper and illustrations are
above the average in quality and printer's
errors are extremely rare.

X-RAY INTERPRETATION.
By H. CECIL BULL, M.A., M.B., M.R.C.P.

Pp. 382. Illustrations 280. Oxford
University Press, London. Humphrey
Milford, 1935. Price 21/-.

This book-" written to all who are
interested in X-rays as an aid to Clinical
diagnosis "-forms a general review of
modern diagnostic radiology.

The author does not make use of any
actual radiographs. He demonstrates the
appearance seen on the films, by means of
black and white sketches. Often these are
excellent, but it is definitely impossible to
show the subtleties of gradation seen in a
good radiograph by these means. Addi-
tional to a radiograph to emphasize certain
points, they would have been of inestimable
value, but as it is, one cannot help feeling
that a book on X-ray interpretation without
real reproductions, is like a sandwich with-
out its ham.

The author has two irritating habits. He
seems to be unaware of the difference be-
tween radiographs and photographs as he
continually writes of the X-ray photograph,
and also he challenges what has hitherto
always been considered slang, the use of
the word X-ray in a sense which is not
literally justified. To be X-rayed, or to in-
terpret an X-ray is reminiscent more of a
dresser in out-patients, than the author of
a serious hand-book.

To the practising radiologist the book is
of little use, it is in no sense a work of re-
ference. On the other hand, to the student
working for higher degrees, and the various
other dabblers in radiology, the book gives
a clear and sufficiently deep review of the
whole subject.

In discussing the question of the acces-
sary sinuses of the skull, the author is not
very fortunate. He has not grasped the
essential advantages, and in fact necessity,
of examination in the erect position beyond
that of finding a fluid level-probably the
least important fact. He devotes 2i pages
to the discussion of Proetz's displacement
method, one of doubtful value-excessive in
a book of elementary radiology, and he
does not mention Carcinoma of the Antrum.
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His description of thle alimentary tract is
good according to the older methods, btut
althou-h he quotes Berg and Chaoul, the
author lhas not really grasped their methods.
In vainl has Berg preached the importance
of demonstrating the direct sign, the ulcer
niche. The sketches fail perhaps more than
anywhere else in demonstrating the mucosal
relief.

Ihe book supplies a definite need, being
the onlyr modern English hanidbook on the
subject, other than " Recent Advances in
Radiology.'" It is well written, and of a
size and weight to permit comfortable read-
ing. The standard of its printing is what
one has come to expect from its publishers.
The book comes with all the allure of a
silver jacket, and whilst it is not the
" thriller " one is led to hope, it covers the
whole range of modern diagnostic radiology.

There is a good review of the injuries and
diseases of thie skeleton, and in the small
space av-ailable the author has sufficiently
discussed the subject of diseases of the
chest. The description of the diseases of
the gall bladder is good.

OPHTHALMOLOGY IN
GENERAL PRACTICE.
B! 0. GA\YER MIORGAXN. London.

John Bale, Sons and Danielsson Ltd.
1935. Price 2/6.

The author of this book has attempted
within the compass of 58 pages to deal with
the eye conditions commonl) occurring in
private practice and with those less common
ones in which early and accurate diagnosis
is of vital importance to the eye. His first
few pages are concerned with methods of
examination, after which he gives a short
account of the diseases affecting the lids and
anterior part of the eye, and a useful scheme
for the examination of an inflamed eye.

In dealing with the retina and choroid
the author wiselv gives as full a description
as possible of retinal arterio-sclerosis, and
papilloedema; glaucoma is also described in
some detail. Cataract, on the other hand,
is dismissed in two pages, because the
details of this disease need not concern the
practitioner. Errors of refraction are also
dealt with in the same number of pages and
for the same reason.

It appears to the reviewer that if ophthal-
mology has to be compressed into such a
small compass this is the way to do it, but
he feels that even a busv practitioner would
prefer a larger volume, at anv rate as a
reference book, and that the average student
would not find enough in it for examination
purposes.

THE INTERACTION OF THE
LYMPH:, AND BLOOD GLANDS.
By D. MONTGO-MERIE PATON, L.R.C.P. et

S. Eclin., etc. Bailliere, TIindall and Cox.
1935. Price 6/-.

This book is written by an Australian
practitioner who in 1898 discovered the anti-
septic action of antidiphtheritic serum,
orally administered, in the treatmeint of
staphylococcic, streptococcic anld other in-
fections. A theory was require(d anti( in this
book the author provides it. The keynote
of the theory is that the controlling factor is
the spermatozoon, from conception to the
encl of life, and from it and its development
in the lymphatic system, the ovum and the
blood system with its tissues are regulated
and controlled by specific antibody reactions
to every secretion. According to the
author, diphtheria toxinl contains two
elements, one of whiclh is closely allied or
identical with streptococcus and the other
witlh the staphylococcus. The author claims
that oral administration of anti-diphtheritic
serum is ideal in convalescence, after opera-
tions, and that wound dressing with this
serum is specific. He claims, too, that he
has cured cases of appendicitis, peritonitis,
bronchopneumonia, lobar pneumonia, acute
and chronic rheumatism, ervsipelas, enteric
fever, menorrhagia, metrorrhagia, endo-
metritis, dysmenorrhcea, pelvic inflamma-
tion, sepsis after labour, mammary inflam-
mation, deficient lactation, osteomvelitis,
synov-itis, traumata and other diseases, with
the oral administration of this serum, of
which he has used one thousand litres in his
practice. A number of cases are quoted,
but they are not convincing. To prove that
hypodermic or oral adminiistration of anti-
diphtheritic serum is of value over such a
wide range of diseases, more expiremental
and clinical proof is necessary.
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