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I he chapter on the genito-urinary sys-
tem is exhaustive and interesting; refer-
ence is made of the new method of trans-
urethral diathermy of the prostate, and a
brief description of granuloma inguinale is
given.

The chapters on the head, spine and
nerves are detailed. The Watson Jones
method of treatment of fractured spine in
hyper-extension is described and advised.
The practical considerations are dealt with
ably. The section on the nerve surgery
of the sympathetic nervous system is clear.

About two hundred and twenty valuable
pages are devoted to injuries and diseases
of bones and joints, and the volume is
closed by an admirable chapter with de-
tailed operative directions on infections ot
the hand.

The numerous illustrations are of a very
high standard; some of them are beauti-
fully coloured plates, and many of them are
unique. Most of the line drawings can
easily be profitably reproduced by the
examinee.
The volume is comprehensive, well

written, and its theory and practice are up-
to-date. The authors are to be congratu-
lated on its creation; it is a work of a high
order. It seems to be the ideal book for
the candidate who has passed the Conjoint
examination, finished his first " house job,"
and is preparing for the B.S. In it, the
practical surgeon wishing for an opinion
on an unusual condition, will also find
assistance.

The book is attractively and strongly
bound, indicating that the publishers
anticipate hard usage by the student. The
print is clear and the paper smooth. The
price is thirty shillings; it is good value.

SOME NOTABLE EPIDEMICS.
BY H. HAROLD SCOrr, M.D., F.R.C.P.
(Lond.), D.P.H., D.T.M. and H. (Camb.),
F.R.S.E., with a Preface by Professor
W. WV. Jameson. Edwin Arnold & Co.

1934. Price 12/6 net.

During the last seventy to eighty years
there have been published, mostly in official
volumes, many reports on subjects relating
to public health, an acquaintance wTith

which is of the highest importance as much
to the administrator as to the student.
Notable amongst them are detailed accounts
of outbreaks of the communicable and
preventable diseases. Yet, except in the
case of the most recent, these reports are
not easily come by. Many are out of print
and are to be consulted only in certain
libraries at the sacrifice of valuable time.
It is true that the conclusions reached by
the investigators in the case of the most
important of these enquiries are to be found
in the larger treatises on hygiene and
state medicine; hut even in such works
little or no room is available for descrip-
tions of the lines of research followed,
methods employed and pitfalls avoided in
those instances in which the problems,
often intricate, that presented themselves,
were successfully solved. And it is just the
knowledge of these details that is so essen-
tial to the person who finds himself con-
fronted with the elucidation of similar
questions. Further, even if access to the
reports referred to has been afforded to the
enquirer, it is usually a matter of much time
and labour to extract from the mass of
evidence exactly what is necessary for
guidance in practice.

In order, therefore, to lighten the task
of those who are interested in the methods
of epidemiological enquiry, Dr. Scott has
summarized from the official reports and set
forth in a succinct yet interesting form the
histories of some twenty to thirtv epideemics
of infectious diseases from the celebrated
"Broad Street Pump" epidemic of cholera
in 1854 to the curious "Pease Pudding" out-
break of Sonne dysentery in St. Pancras
atnd( Holborn in 1933. His selection of
epidemics as "notable" has been made with
the object of illustrating special points in
the hiistorv of epidemiological investigation,
as, for instance, the severe recurrence of the
epidemic of enteric fever in Worthing in
1893 after it had been concluded that the
worst was over. To these histories Dr.
Scott has added a running commentary of
his own, which his personal experience of
epidemiological investigation renders the
more valuable. We are of the opinion that
he has been eminently judicious in the
selection and happy in the presentation of
his material. His book should prove of the
greatest assistance to medical officers and
students of public health. 'We recommend
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its perusal also to all those members of the
public who sit on administrative Councils,
for it contains some excellent examples of
the disastrous results of penny-wise, pound-
foolish expenditure and of how-not-to-do-
it methods in so-called sanitary under-
takings by ignorant or parsimonious public
health authorities.

HANDBOOK of ANAiSTHETICS.
By T. STUART Ross and H. P. FAIRLIE.
Crown 8vo. 320 p.p. 66 Illustrations.

1935. Price 10/6.

The essential soundness of this textbook
is seen in the fact that it has now reached a
fourth edition. Dr. Fairlie alone is respon-
sible for the latest version, but much of Dr.
Ross's original groundwork remains.

The book is written in a clear and inter-
esting style and the author is broadminded
and without extreme views. The latest
methods are mentioned, such as gas-air
analgesia in obstetrics, CO2 absorption,
cyclopropane, sodium evipan and di-vinyl
ether. The northern origin of the book is
shewn by the space devoted to chloroform
and mixtures containing it, and it is doubt-
ful whether many anaesthetists would admit
the propriety of performing intra-nasal
operations under chloroform anaesthesia in
the semi-sitting position described in
chapter XX. Dr. Fairlie seems unduly
pessimistic regarding the use of insulin as
it has generally been found extremely useful
in mitigating the after-effects of lipoid-
soluble drugs and in the treatment of opera-
tive shock. It is good to see that the views
of certain pathologists on the non-existence
of status lymphaticus are not upheld. The
sections on endotracheal anwesthesia might
be improved by differentiating more clearly
between the obsolescent insufflation tech-
nique and the modern inhalation method.

The chapter on local analgesia by Mr.
Quarry Wood is excellent and gives suffi-
cient detail to be of real use.

The type, paper and illustrations are
above the average in quality and printer's
errors are extremely rare.

X-RAY INTERPRETATION.
By H. CECIL BULL, M.A., M.B., M.R.C.P.

Pp. 382. Illustrations 280. Oxford
University Press, London. Humphrey
Milford, 1935. Price 21/-.

This book-" written to all who are
interested in X-rays as an aid to Clinical
diagnosis "-forms a general review of
modern diagnostic radiology.

The author does not make use of any
actual radiographs. He demonstrates the
appearance seen on the films, by means of
black and white sketches. Often these are
excellent, but it is definitely impossible to
show the subtleties of gradation seen in a
good radiograph by these means. Addi-
tional to a radiograph to emphasize certain
points, they would have been of inestimable
value, but as it is, one cannot help feeling
that a book on X-ray interpretation without
real reproductions, is like a sandwich with-
out its ham.

The author has two irritating habits. He
seems to be unaware of the difference be-
tween radiographs and photographs as he
continually writes of the X-ray photograph,
and also he challenges what has hitherto
always been considered slang, the use of
the word X-ray in a sense which is not
literally justified. To be X-rayed, or to in-
terpret an X-ray is reminiscent more of a
dresser in out-patients, than the author of
a serious hand-book.

To the practising radiologist the book is
of little use, it is in no sense a work of re-
ference. On the other hand, to the student
working for higher degrees, and the various
other dabblers in radiology, the book gives
a clear and sufficiently deep review of the
whole subject.

In discussing the question of the acces-
sary sinuses of the skull, the author is not
very fortunate. He has not grasped the
essential advantages, and in fact necessity,
of examination in the erect position beyond
that of finding a fluid level-probably the
least important fact. He devotes 2i pages
to the discussion of Proetz's displacement
method, one of doubtful value-excessive in
a book of elementary radiology, and he
does not mention Carcinoma of the Antrum.
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