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VOLUNTARY STERILIZATION.
By C; P. BLACKER, M.C., M.A., M.D.,
M.R.C.P. Published by Oxford University
Press, 1934. Price 5/-.

This small volume, written chiefly for the
layman, is more of the nature of propaganda
than a critical survey of a rather contro-
versial subject. For the most part the book
covers the same ground as the Report of the
Departmental Committee on Sterilization,
which it may be remarked in passing is
also available for the layman, but it lacks
many detailed tables which are incorporated
in that volume and which permit of a more
comprehensive study of the question.
The author is apparently a whole-hearted

supporter of the view that heredity is the
really big aetiological factor in mental dis-
ease of whatever form and hence in his
opinion the only cure is the prevention of
procreation by those who are supposed to
be carriers of the malady. Unfortunately,
however, as in most of the present writing
of eugenists, there is a tendency to confuse
intelligence with mental deficiency and other
forms of mental disease so that heredity is
given an importance which it does not really
possess. Surely the futility of such an
attitude is revealed when children with an
intelligence of as much as 90 per cent. of
the normal are grouped with idiots and
imbeciles. If it is visualised that all with an
intelligence below 90 per cent. of the normal
must be suspect and suitable for sterilization,
then the problem is one of enormous magni-
tude because published results from certain
towns reveal that almost one half of the
industrial population would fall into this
category.
The author advocates sterilization as

against contraceptive measures because of
the uncertainty of the latter and the need
for intelligence in their application. He is
in favour of voluntary rather than compul-
sory sterilization because the public is not
ripe for compulsion. As he points out, much
has been said for and against these various
methods. But the supporters of voluntary
sterilization certainly lay themselves open
to legitimate objections, when they make so
much of it as a measure for the control of
mental disease and especially those some-
what below the average in intelligence. We
ourselves wonder if it is not the defective
citizen who is best pleased with himself and

therefore the least diffident about the pro-
pagation of his particular stock. In our
experience at any rate, 'it has been the most
intelligent individuals who have been the
least satisfied with their efforts. We would
have thought a better argument for steriliza-
tion would have been to give prime place
not to mental disease but to certain specific
diseases e.g., deaf-mutism, hoemophilia,
pseudo-hypertrophic muscular paralysis,
conditions for which there is no remedy and
in which heredity is of all importance, and
conditions which no sane individual would
desire to see perpetuated.

THE B.C.G. VACCINE.
By K. NEVILLE IRVINE. Oxford University
Press, 1934. Price 5/-.
The author has produced an excellent

exposition of his subject, tracing it in
detail from its very beginning. Those
who are interested in the question of
B.C.G., either from the bacteriological or
therapeutic standpoint, cannot do better
than read this digest of the voluminous
literature which has sprung up around it.
A novel feature is introduced which brings
the book completely up to date; the
author has recently interviewed several of
the leading investigators who have worked
at this subject, and by word of mouth he has
obtained their latest views.
One sometimes wishes that the necessarily

brief descriptions could have been ampli-
fied, for instance, the important investiga-
tion of hospital nurses by Heimbeck, in
which subcutaneous inoculation with B.C.G.
proved such a success, at all events for the
first few years during which it was tried.
But the author's aim clearly has been that
no work on the subject should escape men-
tion, with the result that details have had to
be eliminated and only the gist of each
contribution given. He has brought his
own sound critical judgment to bear on
important points, while his analysis and
comments on many of the problems will be
found very helpful to the uninitiated. A
full account is given of the Liibeck dis-
aster, including the important pathological
results. The author ends by summarising
his own conclusions. A complete biblio-
graphy is included at the close of each
chapter. Altogether it is an admirable
work, useful to all who are interested in the
subject.
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