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cure of a hernia are not clear and miss the
decisive direction of the experienced operat-
ing surgeon. Bassini's operation is only
partially detailed. What is termed " Hal-
stead's Modification" is hardly correct, for,
in the first place, it was never a modification,
and although that great surgeon did at one
time use the method, he later abandoned it,
and as he died in 1922, his final opinion
should be included.

The book can only be recommended with
caution. It needs vigorous pruning and a
careful review of the established and fre-
quently practised operations, such as those
for appendicectomy, on the gall bladder, on
the stomach, on ithe bowel, on the bladder
and on the chest.

A chapter could usefully be included on
the incisions for draining infections of the
hand, and also on the half dozen gyneco-
logical operations.

DISEASES OF THE SKIN.
Second edition. Catechism Series.

By J. FERGUSON SMITH, M.A., M.B.
Pp. 86. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone.
Price 1 /6d. nett.

This little book of 86 pages, which has
now reached its second edition, succeeds in
giving its reader an excellent summary of
the signs, symptoms and treatment of the
more usual skin disorders. In addition,
due mention is also made of the modern
treatment of ringworm of the scalp, and
of the diet treatment of Lupus vulgaris.

Although restricted to so limited a
number of pages, Dr. Ferguson Smith has
not failed to make his subject interesting,
and whilst giving short accounts of the
various etiological theories and more
detailed information with regard to treat-
ment, he has succeeded in confining him-
self to those views generally accepted,
without labouring- his reader with the more
controversial opinions.,
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