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This is a small book of. some 200 pages
which attempts to give a short account of
the clinical application of modern views of
the nature of Bright's disease.

The author bases his classification on the
three main divisions of renal lesion first out-
lined by Volhard and Fahr in 1914, the
inflammatory, the degenerative and the
sclerotic. He then proceeds to a subdivision
and discussion of these three types of lesion.
There follow chapters on the aetiology of
Bright's disease, on treatment, on tests for
renal efficiency, on cedema and on urwemia.
In an appendix there are notes on the Classi-
fication of Bright's Disease, on the struc-
ture of the kidney and on technical details
of tests of renal efficiency.

The author divides the inflammatory
lesions of the kidney into diffuse which may
be acute, sub-acute, latent or chronic, and
focal which may be embolic or non-embolic.
The clinical description of severe acute
nephritis is very inadequate. The account
of sub-acute nephritis is a hopeless muddle
of the sub-acute nephritis of Volhard, a
severe acute form passing through to death
in renal failure in a matter of months, and
the milder form of acute nephritis, frequently
called subacute in this country, in which
oedema is the prominent feature, the cases
clinically resembling a nephrosis. The
bringing together under one heading of

these two very different types is good evi-
dence for the necessity of dropping entirely
the use of the term subacute.

The chapter on nephrosclerosis is most
disappointing. There is a constant tendency
to put the cart before the horse and speak
of nephrosclerosis with hypertension instead
of hypertension with nephrosclerosis. The
description of the clinical picture and course
of malignant sclerosis is very inadequate.
The description of the pathological anatomy
of nephrosclerosis is confined to a descrip-
tion of ischaemic atrophy. No mention is
made of the histological changes in malig-
nant sclerosis.

There are some very surprising state-
ments in the book among which the two
following may be quoted:

"In the terminal stages of chronic diffuse
nephritis the clinical features may be
indistinguishable from those of ad-
vanced mitral disease with cardiac
failure." p. 46.

And on p. 163. "The chief alterations in
the composition of the blood in acute
convulsive uremia are deficiency in
plasma protein and hypercholestero-
lemia. "

In his survey of the literature the author
does not seem to have progressed much
beyond 1918 which is the reference given for
the opinions of Volhard. No mention is
made of Volhard's recent monumental work
containing his present ideas, or to the im-
portant and extremely valuable book of
Fishberg on Hypertension and Nephritis,
now in its second edition.

ROYAL WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL MEDICAL SCHOOL
(Founded 1816.)

Telephone: TEMPLE BAR 1457-9 BROAD STREET, HOLBORN, W.C.2. (Near British Museum Station.)

The Hospital has 86 lseds, including 14 private rooms for paying patients. The new Building has been specially
designed for clinical teaching and post-graduate study.

Classes for the D.O.X.S. Examination, Part I and Part II, commence in April, 1934.

Out-patients are men daily at 1.30 o'clock. Operations are performed at 3 p.m.

Qualified medical practitioners and registered students may Join at any time. For particulars, apply to the
Dean or Beoretary at the Hospital.

The Pathological and Bacteriological Departments will be pleased to report on specimens sent in by Hospitab
or Ophthalmic Surgeons.
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