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REVIEWS.

OTOSCLEROSIS.
With Special Reference to AMtiology

and Treatment.
By MACLEOD YEARSLEY, F.R.C.S.

John Bale, Sons & Danielsson, Ltd.
Price, 8/-.

The Otoscierosis problem is the most
interesting, as also the most elusive, which
the otologist has to face. Mr. MacLeod
Yearsley in his presentation of the subject
pays particular attention to its etiology
and treatment, but refers to other aspects
of the problem as well. After a brief
historical introduction, the author describes
the onset and progress of the disease and
then passes on to a review of the patho-
logical anatomy. He emphasises the fact
that most investigators have now given
up the view that the pathological changes
are inflammatory in character. The rela-
tionship of the pathological changes to
endocrine disturbances is referred to, and
although it is quite probable that some
such relationship exists, the evidence in
support of this view is very meagre. The
author very rightly points out that the
attention of the pathologist has been con-
centrated too much upon the changes in
the bony capsule of the labyrinth, but he
makes no reference to the changes in the
cochlear nerve described by Gray, nor does
he mention the important work by Will-
maack on the stagnation of blood in the
veins in the bone.

The chapter on symptoms is well written
and the significant fact that vertigo is
rarely present in otosclerosis is emphasised.
In discussing the subject of paracusis
Willisii no mention is made of the crossed
paracusis described by Somerville
Hastings. This is unfortunate, for
Hastings' observation disposes of the
theory that paracusis Willisii is due to the
loss of low tones in otoscierosis, or that
it is more apparent than real.

ffi

In regard to the etiology of otosclerosis
the author attributes a real importance to
absorption of toxins from the alimentary
canal. Few otologists would allow that
such a prominent part is played by these

toxins, though most would admit that in
a certain percentage of cases it is one of
the factors in the causation of the disease.

The author's method of treatment con-
sists essentially in preventing so far as
possible the absorption of toxins from the
bowel, and for local treatment the electro-
phonoide of Zund-Burguet. In the opinion.
of very many otologists little or no benefit
is derived from the latter. The author
condemns operative procedures upon the
labyrinth for the relief of otosclerosis and
in this respect he will be supported by the
majority of his colleagues.

HUMAN EMBRYOLOGY AND
MORPHOLOGY.

SIR ARTHUR KEITH. 5th Edition.

We welcome the fifth edition of this well
known book which has been brought up to
date. Since the last impression appeared in
1923 our knowledge of embryology has great-
ly increased and our methods of research
have been improved so that now there is es-
tablished the science of Experimental Embry-
ology.

It is not surprising that this edition is
larger than its predecessor-there are 67
more pages and two new chapters. The new
chapters deal with Physiological and Patho-
logical Embryology and Organs of Digestion.
In the former chapter the author calls atten-
tion to the important work of Spemann and
Mangold leading up to the discovery that
embryological processes are controlled by sub-
stances of the same nature as hormones.
Pathological states such as Transposition of
Viscera and Duplication and Atrophy of
Parts are discussed. The new chapter on
Organs of Digestion deals with the deriva-
tives of the Mid- and Hind-Gut.

In connection with the development of the
pharynx we are glad to note that the author
has discarded the branchial nomenclature in
favour of "visceral" or "pharyngeal". We
regret that the old teaching regarding
the development of the cervical sinus is re-
tained in view of J. E. Frazer's careful inves-
tigations of the embryology of this region.
However, the author has wisely introduced
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