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following arrangements have been made for the
months of January and February.

Mon., Jan. 11th, 1926: 5.0, St. Mark's Hosp., Mr.
J. P. Lockhart-Mummery.

Tues., Jan. 19th: 2.0, London Hosp., Mr. H. S. Souttar.
Wed., Jan. 27th: 2.0, Westminster Hosp., Mr. E. Rock

Carling.
Thurs., Feb. 4th: 2.0, London Temperance Hosp.,

Mr. H. J. Paterson.
Mon., Feb. 8th: 2.0, Prince of Wales's General

Hosp., Mr. H. W. Carson.
Wed., Feb. 17th: 2.0, St. Peter's Hosp., Mr. J. Swift Joly.
Thurs., Feb. 25th: 2.0, Royal Northern Hosp., Mr.

Gwynne Williams. * * *

Information relating to all courses can be
obtained from the Secretary of the Fellowship of
Medicine, 1, Wimpole-street, W. 1.

Letters to the Editor
POST-GRADUATE COURSES: A SUGGESTED

IMPROVEMENT.
SIR,-May I call attention to an improvement that

would conduce to the popularity of the Fellowship of
Medicine.

Advertisement is made of courses to be held at various
hospitals. The great majority of these are given as
announced, but, for a few, post-graduates, who enter their
names and pay the fees, are subsequently told that the
course will not be held because not enough post-graduates
have entered for it and the fee is returned. What that
means is that some are put to the expense of securing a
locum tenens, of a journey to London, and of living in
London for a time, in the justifiable hope of attending a
particular advertised course, and then find that, through
no fault of their own, their enthusiasm and expense are
in vain, for no such course is given.

This, I submit, is quite wrong and reacts on the defaulting
hospital, for future post-graduates are naturally shy of
trying to work at a hospital at which, from previous
experience, they know the course may not be held. The
defect lies not with the Fellowship, but with certain
hospitals. I would plead that all courses announced are
held whatever the number of entries.

Yours faithfully,
November, 1925. DISAPPOINTED POST-GRADUATE.

POST-GRADUATE TEACHING IN LONDON.
SIR,-I have, as you will observe, not delayed to take

advantage of your invitation to express an opinion upon
post-graduate study and teaching in London. If I write
from a somewhat restricted angle I am hopeful that my
contribution will stimulate a discussion which will lead
to some valuable conclusions. For various reasons I prefer
to be anonymous; but you will, I venture to believe,
be willing to stand as sponsor for me, and agree that my
position entitles me to claim a certain amount of experience
in the subject under discussion.

In his foreword in the first number of the Journal,
Sir W. Hale-White refers to " the peculiar difficulties
inseparable from work in London." To this I feel disposed
to say, "Aye, there's the rub." For London is a law unto
itself. The colossal proportions of everything associated
with the Metropolis astound even the most patriotic
Americans. It is not so much the difficulties of organisa.
tion to whieh I refer, as the fact that the whole of our lives
is colossal and influenced by the mere circumstance of
distance. It is the distances which kill as well as the pace
we travel. We have no time for post-graduate work, our
lives in London are one perpetual rush to get to the next
appointment, always just a little late. And those of us
who are on the staff of a teaebing hospital soon learn the
extent of the obligations which our position demands.

We teach undergraduates often upon subjects in which
we are not in the least interested, but our official position
brooks no denial. Is it any wonder that we are disposed
to turn a reluctant ear to the persuasions and entreaties
of the Fellowship of Medicine to join in their scheme of
educating the post-graduate ? Services given under such
circumstances are given grudgingly; they are often given
at considerable inconvenience. From the very nature of
the undertaking the obligation is necessarily entered
into long in advance, at a time when future arrange-
ments cannot possibly be anticipated. It may well be that
when the time comes, a mid-morning engagement completely
disorganises the whole morning's work; I well remember
a personal experience of this type and the annoyance it
occasioned.
But is there any other reason why the continental post-

graduate schools are so much more successful ? It is
many years since I had the opportunity of study in the
clinics at Berlin, Paris, and Vienna, and perhaps my
recollections have become somewhat distorted by time,
perhaps after-war conditions too are different. But,
rightly or wrongly, the impression I preserve is that there
is some fundamental difference making for inferiority here.
It may be that their standard of living is lower than ours;
it may be that work for work's sake appeals to them.
But it is not unlikely that besides being better teachers
by temperament, they realise that teaching in itself is
worth while, for although it brings no immediate result
there is hope in the future. For the world of teaching
is itself a process of graduation, and the assistants may
aim ultimately at professorships, if not in their own
university, then elsewhere. This I admit is a pessimistic
letter, but I do not feel that we shall ever control post-
graduate teaching in London if it is to be left in the hands
of people who have already quite enough to do and to whom
this additional obligation is a burden and a bore. Some
scheme must be found to employ teachers with whole-
time posts, or those who, with comparatively little to do,
can be subsidised to an extent which will attract the right
type of teacher.-I am, Sir, youir obedient servant,
November, 1925. NON OMNIA POSSUMUS OMNES."

SIR,-I have spent the last four months in London,
taking advantage of the various post-graduate courses
which are held under the auspices of the Fellowship of
Medicine, and I have thought that a few words of friendlv
criticism may be of some interest and perhaps also of some
service. I must explain that I am a colonial general
practitioner with particular interest in surgery, but in a
situation which makes an application to all branches
a necessity.

I have not found, on the whole, that the general courses
I have taken have been of great value. They have included
an occasional good lecture or demonstration, but the
average is undoubtedly poor. This was more conspicuous
in a course taken out at one of the teaching schools, and the
complaint, which is not merely a personal one but which
was supported by several of my colleagues, relates to the
attitude adopted by most of the lecturers. I am afraid
they cannot have been very well acquainted with the
capabilities of the " G.P.'s " attending the course or their
requirements, but they seemed to have the impression
that we had forgotten all we had ever learned in bygone
days and must be taught all over again. This objection
was not so conspicuous in another general course at a
non-teaching hospital, and I wonder if the conclusion which
may be derived from this difference is some support of
the statement of Sir William Hale-White's, that under-
graduate schools are not suitable for the post-graduate.
May it not be the case that teachers of the undergraduate
acquire a frame of mind reflected in their teaching, which is
proper enough no doubt for the unqualified, for whom
they can hardly be too elementary, but which I can assure
them is very irksome to the qualified ? The special courses
were, with very few exceptions, of very great interest and
value. I am, Sir, yours faithfully.
November, 1925. B. J.
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